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A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won’t rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You’ll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


fee WF EBSCO MEDIA 
801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 
(205) 323-1508 


divavon of 
EBSCO 
indusiries, 
Inc. 
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(205) 345-5074 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


Get the latest Crimson Tide 
sports updates! 


. Hotline 
1-900-860-1979 


Charge is $1.59 per minute 


Callers under 18 obtain parents’ permission 
24-Hour Service 
Calls may be made from TouchTone 
or rotary dial telephone 


FOOTBALL UPDATES 
Daily updates (selection 2) by 8 p.m. CT each day of practices 
and within an hour of the completion of the Music City Bowl game, 
and weekly reports (selection 3) by 7 p.m.Sunday through Dec. 27 
After December 29, reports resume with spring practice in March. 


RECRUITING INFORMATION 
Weekly updates (Selection 5) by 8 p.m. CT Sundays 
with Daily Updates beginning Sunday, January 3. 
and continuing through signing day, February 3 


UPDATES ON ALL BAMA SPORTS 


Weekly updates (Selection 4) by 8 p.m. Sundays 
and within an hour of the completion of Alabama men’s basketball games 


A service of BAMA Magazine 


2116 8th Street Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 (205) 345-5074 
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JANUARY, 1999 VOLUME 21, NUMBER 1 


On The Cover: Captains of the 1998 Crimson 
Tide football team are (left to right) Trevis Smith, 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE Daniel Pope, John David Phillips, Calvin Hall, 


and Kelvin Segler. They are leaders of the senior 


class and of the team that will play its final game 
of 1998 in the Music City Bowl. See Page 12. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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Music City Bowl: 


Good Example Of Risk And Reward 6 
There are no great championships on the line, but Alabama, rich in bowl tradition, will get some bene- 
fits from its appearance in the inaugural Music City Bowl against Virginia Tech. by Kirk McNair 


The Seniors: 


Dedicated Players Facing Last Game 12 
Head Football Coach Mike DuBose has a great appreciation for what the members of the senior class 
on the 1998 team have accomplished, even though a number of them have had little or no playing 
time in that final season. by Kirk McNair 


Marcus Spencer: 


Playing For Tide A Dream Come True 14 
It is rare for a walk-on football player to make it at a traditional powerhouse like Alabama. Marcus 
Spencer wasn't even all-county (in a small county), but he has not only made the team, he earned a 
starting job and a scholarship by his sophomore year. by Donald F. Staffo 


Andrew Zow: 


Youngster Is Big Reason For Success 16 
Andrew Zow might never have been a college quarterback, might never have been at Alabama. Now 
he’s the leader of the Crimson Tide offense as a redshirt freshman. by Austin Dare 

Golf Outlook: 

Fall Success Leads To High Hopes 20 
Both the men’s golf team of Dick Spybey and the women’s golf team of Berry Palmer had very good 
success in an abbreviated fall season. Both squads have freshmen in starring roles and expect to be 
among the nation’s best this spring. by Donna Fromme 


Track & Field Outlook: 


Tide Teams On The Right Track 22 
Men’s and women’s track and field are now separate sports at Alabama, but both the women’s team of 
Sandy Fowler and the men’s team of Harvey Glance have great expectations. by Nori Gardner 


Prep Prospects: 
Early Look At Football Recruiting 24 


Alabama’ [football coaching staff still has some on-the-field responsibilities as the Tide prepares for the 
Music City Bowl, but coaches have also been working hard on the recruiting trail by James Edwards 


Early Signees: 
Top Performers Choose Alabama 26 
Coaches in many Alabama spring and winter sports added new performers in the early November 


signing period. We had a few of those early signees in last month’s BAMA. Here are some more. 
by Kirk McNair 
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Music City Bowl: 


Good Example Of Risk And Reward 


by Kirk McNair 


VPI is tough opponent, but 
bowl game is valuable 
for many other reasons 


he campaign strategy of William 

Jefferson Clinton in the 1992 presiden- 

tial campaign was chronicled in the 
catch-phrase, “Ivs the economy.” Insofar as 
Alabama's appearance in the inaugural Music 
City Bowl in Nashville on December 29, the 
thing to remember is, “Its the practice.” 

There are no championships involved. 
And while Crimson Tide Head Coach Mike 
DuBose has prefaced remarks about other 
issues and activities at this time of the year 
with “Our first priority is to do everything 
we can to win the football game,” there are 
other goals. 

Alabama is preparing to play Virginia Tech 
of the Big East. The game will kick off at 4 
p.m. CST in Vanderbilt Stadium and be tele- 
cast nationally by the sports cable network 
ESPN. The game is sold out. 

Alabama finished the regular season with 
a satisfying 31-17 victory over Auburn in an 
unsatisfactory, but much-improved, 7-4 
year. Alabama is not ranked in national 
polls. Virginia Tech is 8-3 and ranked 24th 
in the nation. This will be Alabama's nation- 
al record 49th bowl game and the 15th dif- 
ferent classic for Crimson Tide teams. And 
Alabama hopes to improve on its bowl 
record of 28-17-3. No team has as many 
bow! victories as Bama. 

However, DuBose has some additional 
goals. He hopes very much to be able to 
give some playing time to seniors who will 
not play football again. He particularly 
mentioned John David Phillips, who 
opened up the season as the starting quar- 
terback, then was benched as Andrew Zow 
took over. After Phillips lost his starting job 
as quarterback, he wanted to be moved, 
hoping to help out either in the secondary 
or at wide receiver or even on special teams, 
where he had been a star cover man as a 
freshman and sophomore. However, 
DuBose said he couldn’t afford to have 
Phillips out of the quarterback picture in 
case something happened to Zow. In pre- 


6 


Quincy Jackson will be playing his final game for 
Alabama in the Music City Bowl against Virginia 
Tech December 29. t's unlikely he will have a 
bigger catch than the touchdown grab he made 
against Auburn in the regular season finale. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


bowl practices, Phillips got most of his 
work at wide receiver. 

DuBose also pointed out that Crimson 
Tide coaches would have to pull double 
duty in the first few weeks of December. 
That is prime recruiting time. And while 
current players had to be coached, DuBose 
has said on many occasions that the upcom- 
ing recruiting class will be the most impor- 
tant Alabama has had in many years, per- 
haps ever. And so DuBose and Alabama as- 
sistant coaches continued to recruit. There 
were days when assistant coaches left prac- 
tice a little early to catch an airplane or hit 
the road to a prospect’s home. DuBose was a 
frequent quick exit from the practice field 
for the same reason. The first week of 
December Bama practices were held at 6 
a.m, in order to facilitate coaches being able 
to be in prospects’ homes in the evenings. 

And DuBose also admitted that he viewed 
as priceless the practice time that is avail- 
able to bow! eligible teams. Alabama has 
played in a lot of bowl games in which the 


national championship was at stake. When 
that’s the case, all efforts have to be towards 
winning the game. However, in this year's 
Alabama bow] preparation there was an op- 
portunity to prepare for and to take a peek 
into the future. And Alabama accomplished 
that in two ways. 

In the first week of practice, those who 
had done most of the playing during the 
season were given just enough work to keep 
them from getting rusty, Meanwhile, 
younger players, particularly those [resh- 
men who had been held out this season, 
were given close attention and hands-on 
coaching by the staff. Throughout the year 
those players had been coached primarily 
by graduate assistants as they performed 
scout team duties. 

There was also a day in the second week 
of preparation when seniors were excused 
from practice in order to attend the senior 
banquet. On that day there was some scrim- 
mage work. While a large number of 
starters on this team are not seniors, most of 
them got a break from that scrimmage. 
Perhaps the most interesting comment from 
DuBose following the scrimmage concerned 
redshirt freshmen quarterbacks Tyler Watts 
and Luke Tucker. “I think some of our 
young quarterbacks have better arm 
strength than I originally thought,” DuBose 
said. “And both of them made good deci- 
sions today, It should be very competitive 
this spring.” 

Overall, the unusual practice day gave 
DuBose reason to be pleased. Looking 
ahead to 1999, he said, “We've got some 
players. But we need some help in recruit- 
ing. Every year we're improving our team in 
quantity and quality of players. If we can go 
out and recruit another good class, we'll 
have a chance to completely close that circle 
on getting back to where we want to be.” 


uBose said, “The bowl game is a re- 

ward and because we have so many 

extra days of practice to prepare for 

it we won't have to work quite as long and 

we can make it fun, make it a relaxed time. 

But we also want to practice with a purpose. 

When we are on the field we want to work, 

and when we are olf the field we want to 
relax and have a good time.” 

He said that Alabama might add a few 

wrinkles to the passing game in the prepara- 
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tion time, but said more likely would be 
using the time to polish the passing game 
and to reinstate some elements of the two- 
back power running game. He also said a 
point of emphasis in bowl preparation 
would be to continue to find creative ways 
to get the ball into the hands of all-star tail- 
back Shaun Alexander and to re-establish 
Alabama’s power running game, “We're still 
going to be in a one-back set and spread the 
field, but there are times when we have to 
be able to get into a two-back, power-run- 
ning offense,” DuBose said. He said in order 
to facilitate that area of the offense that 
freshman fullback Marvin Brown would be 
used as a lead blocker with Dustin 
McClintock getting work at tight end. 

Alabama practiced in Tuscaloosa through 
December 19. The final week of practice 
was work around final examinations and in- 
cluded a lot of meeting time, but the game 
plan had been put in during the week prior 
to final examinations. Following the last 
practice before final examinations, DuBose 
said, “We wanted to cover everything and 
we got our game plan in and took care of 
some physical work. We wanted to have 
some fundamentals work and we did. And 
we were able to have coaches get out and 
gel some recruiting done.” 

After finals, the players were to be ex- 
cused for a few days. The team was to re-as- 
semble in Nashville in time for the 
December 24 practice. The Tide will prac- 
tice early Sunday, December 27, so the team 
can attend the NFL game between the 
Tennessee Oilers and the Minnesota 
Vikings. Minnesota, which includes former 
Tiders wide receiver David Palmer and 
linebacker Dwayne Rudd, will be staying at 
the same hotel as Alabama, the Renaissance. 

Prior to going to Nashville, DuBose had 
planned to work “a little” on the Tide's in- 
door practice field in order to prepare for 
the artificial turf at Vanderbilt Stadium. As 
it turned out, a couple of rainy days had 
Bama on the indoor field for full practices. 
But the Tide head coach said that 
Vanderbilts turfis harder than Alabama's in- 
door practice field. Incidentally, at the end 
of this season, the artificial turf at 
Vanderbilt will be taken up and there will 
be a grass field next year. DuBose noted that 
Alabama will end this season in Vanderbilt 
Stadium and start next season in the same 
locale. The Tide is scheduled to open the 
1999 season at Vanderbilt on September 4. 

Alabama has been reasonably lucky on 
the injury front this year with only two men 
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What To Wear? 


The average high temperature in 
Nashville on December 29 is 47 and the 
average low temperature is 28. 


The record high is 73, but that was in 
1889. And the record low is 2, but that 
was in 1880. 

Snow? Average snowfall in Nashville for 
the month of December is two inches. 


who saw any appreciable playing time dur- 
ing the season being expected to miss the 
bowl game. Wide receiver Shamari 
Buchanan and safety Kelvin Sigler won't 
play against Virginia Tech. 

Bama did have three players nursing in- 
juries in bowl practice, although all are ex- 
pected to play in the bowl game. Junior de- 
fensive tackle Jamie Carter would be con- 
sidered the most questionable because he 
has a pulled groin muscle, which can take a 
while to heal. Freshman defensive end 
Kindal Moorehead was held out of contact 
work after suffering a bruised shoulder. 


DuBose noted two weeks before the game, 
“If we had to play today, Kindal could play, 
but we're going to limit him. I’m not con- 
cerned about him missing work. He's had a 
lot of work this year.” 

The strangest addition to the injury report 
was a man who has been hobbled through- 
out the year. Sophomore middle linebacker 
Travis Carroll had been nursing a sore 
shoulder that was believed to have been 
deeply bruised. He had had several exami- 
nations, but then another MRI exam in 
early December revealed that his shoulder 
had been broken, not just bruised, through- 
out this season. “We're going to limit the 
amount of work Travis gets, then we should 
have him full speed for some contact work 
when we start back on the 24th,” DuBose 
said. 


uBose said, “Virginia Tech is a very 
good football team, one that is 
probably one play away from being 
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FOOTBALL FAX 


Get up-to-date information on 
football recruiting with the 
"BAMA FOOTBALL FAX. Reports 
arrive Monday through Friday 
beginning January + through 
football signing day, Februry 4. 
You get accurate reports wait- 
ing for you when you reach 
your Fax machine each morn- 
ing. Your subscription includes 
football reports three days a 
week (Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday) during football season, 
and alter spring practice days. 

This exclusive for "Bama mag- 
azine subscribers is available 
for $150 and your FooTBALL 

Fax subscription carries an un- 
conditional money back guar- 
antee on the unused portion. 

Your BAMA FOOTBALL FAX 
subscription will be for one full 
year from the day you join. 

Recruiting reports are getting 
close, so don’t delay. Subscribe 
today to BAMA FOOTBALL FAx. 

To subscribe, complete the 
form and mail to: 

‘BAMA FOOTBALL FAX 
P.O. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
OR (credit card orders only) 
CALL 1-800-713-2261 
OR FAX (205) 345-1260 


4 Yes, | want Football Fax. 
I enclose $150. 


(J Check or money order 
(J Visa ‘J MasterCard 


in the BCS (Bowl Championship Series), 
They gave up a fourth down touchdown to 
Syracuse or they might be playing in the 
Orange Bowl.” 

He said Virginia Tech is a physical team 
that has the ability to run the football. 
“They are well-coached and they are talent- 
ed,” DuBose said. “I guess the two things 
that really jumped out at me is how physi- 
cal they are and that they have excellent 
team speed. Anytime you see a good foot- 
ball team you are going to see those two 
things.” And the Bama coach pointed out 
that a Tide weakness this year had been an 
inability to stop opponents [rom running. 
“Its a big challenge.” he said. “We will have 
to play better because Virginia Tech will 
play well.” 

“Physical.” was his one-word assessment 
of the Hokies. DuBose added that olfensive- 
ly, “They are excellent at running the [oot- 
ball. They run right at you. And they have 
play-action. And if you get aggressive on the 
rush, they have an athletic quarterback who 
has that ability like (Tennessee) Tee Martin 
to run the football. Defensively, they are 
very aggressive, very physical, and they are 
outstanding against the run. And, of course, 
our real concern is the kicking game. They 
will gamble a lot and they have blocked a 
lot of punts and a lot of field goals and extra 
points, but they also have all the other com- 
ponents of an overall good kicking game, 
including a good return game.” Virginia 
Tech has blocked a national-best 41 kicks in 
the 1990s, 

One of the members of Coach Frank 
Beamer's Virginia Tech staff is Danny 
Pearman, who coaches offensive tackles and 
tight ends. Pearman was fired from 
Alabama's staff at the end of last season. In 
answer Lo a question, DuBose said (he 
Hokies would probably get some advantage 
from Pearman knowing Alabama's person- 
nel, but the Tide head coach didn’t seem 
concerned about it. 

DuBose gave evidence of better short-term 
than long-term memory. Asked about his 
previous experiences against the Hokies, 
DuBose said, “I was a player here in 1972 
and 1973, but | don't remember much about 
the games,” he said. “| remember they had 
very fine football teams and we did too.” 
Alabama's were a little finer. The Tide won 
those games by 52-13 and 77-6. All-time, 
Alabama has a 10-0 record against Virginia 
Tech. 

However, DuBose had a clear memory of 
this time last year. “We were down,” he said. 


“Not only because we had a losing record 
and were not going to a bow] game, but also 
because of the way we had lost our last game 
(a last minute 18-17 setback at the hands olf 
Auburn). When you have a bowl tradition 
like ours with more bowl appearances and 
more bowl victories than any other team, 
there could be a tendency to take a bewl 
game for granted. But after last year. we 
don't take a bow! game for granted.” 

DuBose said the Southeastern Conference 
having a record eight teams in bow! games, 
including Tennessee playing in the national 
championship game, “illustrates that this is 
probably the strongest football conference 
in the nation top to bottom.” 


owl Notes: The title sponsor of the 
Be: City Bowl is American 

General Insurance Company. 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
company is Joe Kelley, who played quarter- 
back at Alabama in the mid-1960s. 

As this is DuBose’s second season, it 
marks his initial bowl as a head coach. Only 
three Alabama coaches have won their first 
bowl! outings. Wallace Wades team won the 
1926 Rose Bowl, 20-19, over Washington; 
Frank Thomas’ squad won the 1934 Rose 
Bowl, 29-13, over Stanford; and Ray 
Perkins’ Bama won the 1983 Sun Bowl, 28- 
7. over SMU. 

This is only the second time Alabama has 
played a bowl game on December 29. The 
other was Coach Paul Bryant’ final game as 
head coach of the Crimson Tide when Bama 
defeated Illinois, 21-15, in the 1982 Liberty 
Bowl in Memphis. Bryant finished as the all- 
time winningest coach in major college 
football history with a record of 323-85-17. 

The Music City Bowl will be the second 
Alabama has christened, Alabama and Penn 
State met in the inaugural Liberty Bowl, 
then played in Philadelphia, with the 1958 
Nittany Lion’s winning 7-0 as Galen Hall 
(later Florida’s head coach) threw a touch- 
down pass on a fake field goal. 

The four teams that defeated Alabama 
this year are all nationally-ranked (includ- 
ing number one Tennessee) and headed to 
bowl games. The four have a combined 
record of 38-8. 

Seven of Alabama’s 1998 opponents are 
playing in bowl games this year. BYU will be 
in the Liberty Bowl, Arkansas in the Citrus, 
Florida in the Orange, Ole Miss in the 
Independence, Tennessee in the Fiesta, 
Southern Miss in the Humanitarian and 
Mississippi State in the Cotton. 
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Tide Offense Tide Defense 


SE 7 Qunicy Jackson LE- 88 Kenny Smith 

83 Calvin Hall 38 Shawn Draper 
LT— 60 Chris Samuels LT— 90 Jamie Carter 

63 Sage Spree 98 Reggie Grimes 
LG-—75 Griff Redmill RT— 97 Cornelius Griffin 

69 Mookie Moore 67 Kelvis White 
C— 74 Paul Hogan RE- 54 Kindal Moorehead 

55 Brooks Brodie 91 Clint Waggoner 
RG—70 Jason McDonald SLE—- 4 Steve Stanley 

68 Sam Matthews 99 Darius Gilbert 
RT— 72 Will Cuthbert MLB- 44 Travis Carroll 

78 Michael Barfield 89 Tito Smith 
TE-72 Terry Jones WLB- 48 Trevis Smith 

85 Rhett Crutchfield 1 Chris Horne 
QB- 5 Andrew Zow LCB— 25 Fernando Bryant 

12 John David Phillips 13. Kecalf Bailey 
TB- 37 Shaun Alexander RCB- 23 Reggie Myles 

26 Arvin Richard 39 Antoine Hunter 
FPB- 30 Dustin McClintock SS— 41 Marcus Spencer 

6 Marvin Brown 35. Owen Winston 
PL- 22 Michael Vaughn S-— 24 “Tony Dixon 
2 Eric Locke 17 Warren Foust 


SPECIALISTS; PUNTER—40 Daniel Pope: KICKOFF—32 Mark 
Wisniewski, PLACEMENT-—19 Ryan Pflugner, HOLDER-40 Daniel 
Pope; PUNT SNAPPER-93 Bradley Ledbetter; PLACEMENT SNAP- 
PER-93 Bradley Ledbetter; KICKOFF RETURN-26 Arvin Richard, 
15 Freddie Milons, 2 Eric Locke; PUNT RETURN-—26 Arvin Richard. 


Alabama Facts Virginia Tech Facts 
Offense: Pro-l Offense: Pro-I 
Average Offensive Size Average Offensive Size 
Line: 6-5, 296 Line: 6-4, 295 
Backs & Receivers: 6-1, 212 Backs & Receivers: 5-11, 197 
Offensive Starters By Class Offensive Starters By Class 
1 senior, + juniors, + sophs 5 seniors, 3 juniors, 2 sophs, 


2 [freshmen 1 freshman 
Defense: 4-3 Defense: 4-3 

Average Defensive Size Average Defensive Size 
Line: 6-4, 292 Line: 6-2, 261 


Linebackers: 6-2, 226 
Secondary: 6-1, 185 

Defensive Starters By Class 
3 seniors, 2 juniors, + sophs, 
2 freshmen 


Linebackers: 6-1, 221 
Secondary: 5-11, 195 

Defensive Starters By Class 
3 seniors, 6 juniors, 2 sophs 


Hokies Defense 


SE- 82. Ricky Hall DE- 56 Corey Moore 
48 Ken Handy 47 Ryan Smith 
LI— 74 Derek Smith DT- 92 Nat Williams 
58 Matt Wincek 94+ Chad Beasley 
LG-57 Dwight Vick DI- 77 Carl Bradley 
60 David Campbell 71 David Pugh 
C 62 Tim Schnecker DE- 96 John Engelberger 
52 Keith Short 99 Chris Cyrus 
RG-63 Joe Marchant OLB— 6 Lorenzo Ferguson 
69 Matt Lehr 8 Phillip Summers 
RT—76 Dave Kadela ILB- 43 Michael Hawkes 
59 Anthony Lambo 34 Brian Welch 
TE-85 Derek Carrer ILB— 46 Jamel Smith 
87 Bob Slowikowska 40 Ben Taylor 
QB- 5 Al Clark CB-— 12 Loren Johnson 
14 Nick Sorensen 9 Anthony Midget 
TB— 7 Lamont Pegues CB— 1 Keion Carpenter 
38 Shyrone Stith 33 Steven Hunt 
FB- 27 Jarrett Ferguson Ss— 20 Pierson Prioleau 
41 Jake Houseright 16 Cory Bird 
FL- 83 Angelo Harrison s- 3 Ike Charlton 
88 André Davis 24 Larry Austin 


SPECIALISTS: PUNTER-95 Jimmy Kibble; KICKOFF—95 Jimmy 
Kibble; PLACEMENT-I7 Shayne Graham; HOLDER-91 Caleb Hurd; 
PUNT SNAPPER~25 Shane Beamer; PLACEKICK SNAPPER-68 Cliff 
Anders; KLCKOFF RETURN-38 Shyrone Stith, 3 Ike Charlton; 
PUNT RETURN-83 Angelo Harrison 
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TIDE RESULTS 

(7-4, SEC 4-4) 
Alabama 38, Brigham Young 31 
Alabama 32, Vanderbilt 7 
Arkansas 42, Alabama 6 
Florida 16, Alabama 10 
Alabama 20, Ole Miss 17 (OT) 
Alabama 23, East Carolina 22 
Tennessee 35, Alabama 18 
Alabama 30, Southern Miss 20 
Alabama 22, LSU 16 
Mississippi State 26, Alabama 14 
Alabama 31, Auburn 17 


OFFENSE 
Average Points Per Game 
Touchdowns 
Rush-Pass-Other 
Field Goals Made-Attempted 
First Downs 
Rush-Pass-Penalty 
Rushing Yards 
Average Yards Rushing Per Game 
Rushing Plays 
Average Gain Per Rush 
Passing Yards 
Average Yards Passing Per Game 
Pass Attempts 
Pass Completions 
Percentage 
Had Intercepted 
Average Gain Per Pass 
Average Gain Per Completion 
Total Offensive Yards 
Average Yards Per Game 
Average Yards Per Play 
Kickoff Returns-Yards-Average 
Punt Returns-Yards-Average 
Fumbles-Number Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Punts-Average 
Had Blocked 
Possession Down Conversions 
Efficiency 
DEFENSE 
Average Points Allowed Per Game 
Touchdowns Allowed 
Rush-Pass-Other 
Field Goals Made-Attempted 
First Downs Allowed 
Rush-Pass-Penalty 
Rushing Yards Allowed 
Average Rushing Per Game 
Opponent Rushes 
Gain Per Rush 
Passing Yards Allowed 
Average Passing Per Game 
Opponent Passes 
Opponent Completions 
Percentage 
Intercepted 
Average Gain Per Pass 
Average Gain Per Completion 
Total Offense Allowed 
Average Per Game Allowed 
Average Per Play Allowed 
Kickoff Returns-Yards-Average 
Punt Returns-Yards-Average 
Opponent Punts Blocked 
Opponents Fumbles-Lost 


Alabama-Virginia Tech Comparison 


HOKIES RESULTS 

(8-3, Big East 5-2) 
Virginia Tech 38, East Carolina 3 
Virginia Tech 37, Clemson 0 
Virginia Tech 27, Miami 20 (OT) 
Virginia Tech 27, Pittsburgh 7 
Virginia Tech 17, Boston College 0 
Temple 28, Virginia Tech 24 
Virginia Tech 41, UAB 0 
Virginia Tech 27, West Virginia 13 
Syracuse 28, Virginia Tech 26 
Virginia Tech 47, Rutgers 7 
Virginia 36, Virginia Tech 32 


35-830-23.7 
25-148-5.9 
15-8 

84-753 
66-44.0 


232 
102-105-25 
1625 


5.3 
32-741-23.2 
26-211-8.1 
0 

20-8 


Opponent Possession Down Conversions 62-172 


Efficiency 


36.0% 


HOKIES 


4.7 
24-488-20.3 
47-572-12,2 

27-12 
62-548 
53-40.8 


3134 

284.9 

4.4 
4+1-698-17.0 
17-73-4.3 

6 

22-10 
49-171 
28.7% 


MusICcC CITY BOWL ROSTERS 


Alabama Crimson Tide 


Name, Pos. 
Chris Horne, WLB 
Eric Locke, WR 
Michael Feagin, LCB 
Steve Stanley, SLB 
Andrew Zow, QB 
Marvin Brown, FB 
Quiney Jackson, FL 
Tim Bowens, FL 
Victor Ellis, LB 
Miguel Merritt, SS 
A.J, Diaz, PK 

John David Phillips, QB 
Keealf Bailey, RCB 
Tyler Watts, QB 
Freddie Milons, WR 
Chris Reier, CB 
Warren Foust, 5 
Jason Jones, $ 

Kelvin Sigler, $ 
Montoya Madden, FB 
Michael Vaughn, FL 
Reggie Myles, CB 
Tony Dixon, SS 
Fernando Bryant, LCB 
Arvin Richard, TB 
Shaun Bohanon, TB 
Dustin McClintock, FB 
Adam Cox, TB 

Mark Wisniewski, PK 
Shontua Ray, RB 
Chad McGehee, CB 
Owen Winston, RCB 
Marcus Slay, RCB 
Shaun Alexander, TB 
Shawn Draper, DE 
Antoine Hunter, RCB 
Daniel Pope, P 
Marcus Spencer, SS 
Ryan Pflugner, PK 
Gary Barnes, FS 
Travis Carroll, MLB 
Eddie Hunter, SLB 
Trevis Smith, WLB 
Steven Harris, CB 
Rob-E Staten, NG 
Carlos Stennis, NG 
Granison Wagstall, MLB 
Kindal Moorehead, DL 
Brooks Brodie, C 
Canary Knight, OLB 
Chris Edwards, MLB 
Chris Samuels, LT 
Sage Spree, OT 
Kelvis White, NG 
Sam Matthews, OG 
Michael Moore, LG 
Jason McDonald, LG 
Will Cuthbert, LG 
Paul Hogan, C 

Grill Redmill, RG 
Michael Barlield, OT 
Jason McAddley, WR 
Wes Allen, WR 

Terry Jones, Jr. TE 
Calvin Hall, SE 

Rhett Crutchfield, TE 
Kenny Smith. RDE 
Tito Smith, MLB 
Jamie Carter, DL 
Clint Waggoner, OLB 
Shaun Williams, LDE 
Brad Ledbetter, SN 
Cornelius Griffin, DL 
Reggie Grimes, RDE 
Darius Gilbert, SLB 


-MwNNOF 


Wet 
LEDAAUDSH 


Lwee tt 


DABADDAD 
MUI vie Do & OV + 


2 


Exp Hometown 


IL Sandersville, Ga. 
HS Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
3L Greenville 
3L Leighton 
Sq Lake Butler, Fla. 
HS — Hyattsville, Md. 
IL Brundidge 
2L Killen 
HS Chattanooga, Tenn, 
a Hopkinsville, Ky. 


Miami 
aL Anniston 
IL Tuscaloosa 
HS Pelham 


HS — Starkville, Miss. 
RS. Jacksonville, Fla. 
3L Midwest City, Okla. 


Sq Tuscaloosa 
3L Mobile 
3L Town Creek 


2L Clarksdale, Miss. 
HS Pascagoula, Miss. 


IL Reform 
3LMutlreesboro, Tenn. 
IL Auanta 
Sq Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
IL Quinlan, Texas 
RS Jasper 
HS Jacksonville, Fla. 
HS Montevallo 
Sq Rainbow City 
2L Montgomery 
Sq Dunwoody, Ga. 
2L Florence, Ky. 
IL Huntsville 
IL Valdosta, Ga, 
IL Alpharetia, Ga. 
IL York 
Sq Sarasota, Fla. 
Sq Nashville 
IL Jacksonville, Fla, 
2L Mobile 
3L Montgomery 
Sq Clarkston, Ga. 
Sq Pearl, Miss. 
Sq Meridian, Miss. 
2L Enterprise 
HS = Memphis, Tenn. 
IL Tifton, Ga, 
JC Tallahassee, Fla, 
3L Bessemer 
2L Mobile 
3L Boligee 
Sq Courtland 
RS Jacksonville, Fla. 
2L Fayette 
2L Theodore 
IL Fort Pierce, Fla. 
IL Valdosta, Ga. 
IL Jasper 
RS Dothan 
Sq Oak Ridge, Tenn, 
5 Hoover 
HS Tuscaloosa 
2L Gallatin, Tenn. 
IL Birmingham 
IL Meridian, Miss. 
2L Birmingham 
2L Philadelphia, Miss, 
2L Fairburn, Ga. 
Sq Augusta, Ga. 
Sq Pelham 
Jc Brundidge 
2L Nashville 
HS Oxford 


Virginia Tech Hokies 


Name, Pos. 

Keion Carpenter, 5 
Tyron Edmond, LB 
Ike Charlton, CB 
André Kendrick, TB 
Al Clark, QB 
Lorenzo Ferguson, LB 
Lamont Pegues, TB 
Phillip Summers, LB 
Anthony Midget. CB 
Denny Randolph, QB 
Loren Johnson, CB 
Dave Meyer, QB 
Nick Sorensen, S 
Marcus Gildersleeve, FL 
Cory Bird, SS 
Shayne Graham, PK 
Michael Vick, QB 
Greg Shockley. FL 
Pierson Prioleau, $S 
Emmett Johnson, SE 
Larry Austin, CB 
Shane Beamer, SN 
Jarrett Ferguson, FB 
Tee Butler, LB 
Reggie Samuel, SE 
Wayne Ward, TB 
Steven Hunt, 5 
Brian Welch, LB 
Chris Steadley, FB 
Chris Krebs, SS 
Chyrone Stith, TB 
Ben Taylor, LB 

Jake Houseright, LB 
Cullen Hawkins, FB 
Michael Hawkes, LB 
Benny Wolle, FB 
Jamel Smith, LB 
Ryan Smith, DE 

Ken Handy, SE 
Derek Piniella, FB 
Ron Cook, DE 

Keith Short, C 

Jason Buckland, DT 
Corey Moore, DE 
Dwight Vick, OG 
Matt Wincek, OT 
Anthony Lambo, OT 
David Campbell, OG 
Steve DeMasi, C 
Tim Schnecker, C 
Joe Marchant, C 
Cliff Anders, SN 
Matt Lehr, OT 
David Pugh, DT 
Derek Smith, OT 
Robert Adams, OT 
Dave Kadela, OT 
Carl Bradley, DT 
Josh Redding, OG 
Greg Myers, TE 
Ricky Hall, SE 
Angelo Harrison, FL 
Derek Carter, TE 
Bob Slowikowski, TE 
André Davis, FL 
Jason Berish. DE 
Caleb Hurd, H 

Nat Williams, DT 
Browning Wynn, TE 
Chad Beasley, DT 
Jimmy Kibble, P/K 
John Engelberger, DE/T 
Derrius Monroe, DE 
Chris Cyrus, DE 


Class 
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Exp Hometown 
3L Baltimore, Md. 
3L Couruand, Va, 
IL Orlando, Fla, 


iL Lynchburg, Va. 
3L Washington, D.C. 
(L Chesapeake, Va. 
IL Thomasville, N.C. 
IL Clewiston, Fla. 


2L Clewiston, Fla. 
Sq Chantilly, Va. 
3L Miramar, Fla. 
Sq Ramsey, N_J. 
IL Vienna, Va. 


2L Clarksville, Tenn, 
1L Mays Landing, N.J. 
21 Dublin, Va. 
HS Newport News, Va. 
Sq Blacksburg, Va. 


3L Alvin, $.C. 
HS Chesapeake, Va, 
sq Nortolk, Va, 
2L Blacksburg, Va. 
Sq Goodview, Va. 


Sq Plainsboro, NJ. 
Sq Ladysmith, Va, 
Sq Plant City, Fla, 
2L Blacksburg, Va. 


Sq Fairfax, Va. 
1L Charlottesville, Va. 
Sq Burke, Va. 
iL Chesapeake, Va. 
Hs Bellaire, Ohio 


HS Gate City, Va. 
2L Pittsburgh, Pa, 
2L Blackstone, Va. 
Sq Gate City, Va. 
2L Columbia, S.C, 
IL Upper St. Clair, Pa, 

2L Arlington, Va. 
Sq Tampa, Fla, 
Sq Montclair, N.J, 
IL Glen Allen, Va. 
Sq Rich Creek, Va. 
lL Brownsville, Tenn. 
2b Hampton, Va. 
HS Wilkes-Barre, Pa, 
IL Bloomfield, NJ. 
Sq Princeton, W.Va. 
Sq Virginia Beach, Va. 
Sq Blacksburg, Va. 
Sq Centerville, Utah 
IL Huntingdon, Pa, 
Sq Woodbridge, Va. 
Sq Madison Hgts., Va. 


2LKearneysville, W.Va. 
Sq Gladys, Va. 
Sq Dublin, Ohia 
2L Lynchburg, Va. 
u Hanover, Pa, 
Sq Wapwallopen, Pa. 
Sq Chester, Va. 


3L_ Spotsylvania, Va, 
IL Smithfield, Va. 
Sq Pittsburgh, Pa, 
Sq Niskayuna, N.Y. 
21 MeMurray, Pa. 


2L Pulaski, Va. 
2k Jacksonville, Fla. 
Sq Jonesville, Va, 
Sq Gate City, Va. 
2L Manassas, Va, 


2L Springfield, Va. 
Sq Tallahassee, Fla, 
IL Rustburg, Va. 
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BAMA FANS 
to the 
American General 
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BOWL 


We’ve been providing life insurance protection 
for families in Alabama for 100 years. 


™ 


Offices and representatives throughout Alabama 


Anniston Dothan Jasper Selma 
640 Creekside Drive 301 Perry Avenue 1811 Highway 78 East 1307 Highland Avenue 
205-831-5860 334-794-5400 205-387-059 | 334-872-8675 
(Oxford) 

Florence Mobile Troy 
Auburn 201 Cox Creek Parkway 1181 Montlimar Drive 604 George Wallace Drive 
1914 Opelika Road 205-764-8517 334-344-944 | 334-566-3873 
334-821-3251 

Gadsden Mobile West Tuscaloosa 
Bessemer One Independent Drive 6750 Airport Boulevard 10931 Skyland Boulevard 
6515 Aaron Aronoy Drive (Rainbow City) 334-343-0207 205-758-2882 
(Fairfield) 256-442-3875 
205-786-4309 Montgomery 

Huntsville 4405 Atlanta Highway 
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500 Gene Reed Road 256-852-1210 
205-836-9800 

AMERICAN American General Life and Accident 
GENERAL Insurance Company 
American General Center 


LIFE & ACCIDENT Nashville, TN 37250-0001 


The Seniors: 


Dedicated Tiders Facing Last Game 


by Kirk McNair 


DuBose has great respect 
and appreciation for group 


way, the only seniors who would be 

playing for his favorite team would be 
those who were clearly superior to the un- 
derclassmen. The fan is pragmatic and 
would see the value of playing the man with 
more years to give over the player who will 
not be back to help in future seasons. 

But coaches don't think that way. The view 
of coaches and players (and some others) is 
that a senior has earned the right to play, 
and, all things being equal, the senior will 
get playing time over the underclassmen. 

As a matter of fact, it ordinarily works out 
so that there is no controversy. There is usu- 
ally a clear definition of the best player at 
each position. And if there is little distine- 
tion in the abilities, both the senior and the 
underclassmen are good enough to receive 
fair playing time. 

Alabama Head Coach Mike DuBose recog- 
nizes that a number in this year's senior 
class have had little playing time. It's one of 
the reasons he considers it a particularly im- 
portant group of seniors. “Even though 
many of them were playing very little or not 
at all, they continued to give us great leader- 
ship,” DuBose said. That's one reason he 
hopes that some of them who have no more 
football to play will have an opportunity to 
play in the Music City Bowl against Virginia 
Tech. But, as he said, the primary reason for 
going to the bowl game is still to win, so he 
won't sacrifice the opportunity of victory to 
allow down-the-depth chart seniors to play. 

And those seniors will understand that. As 
DuBose pointed out, “For the seniors, it's a 
game they will remember the rest of their 
lives.” DuBose was involved in a number of 
important games and big victories in his 
playing career at Alabama, but said he still 
remembers the bitterness of losing that last 
game, the Orange Bowl to Notre Dame at 
the conclusion of the 1973 season. 

DuBose has great praise for the seniors on 
the 1998 Crimson Tide football team. “I 
don’t know that anyone can understand how 
important this senior class has been to The 


12 


|: the average college football fan had his 


Alabama's most honored senior is punter Daniel 
Pope, a native of Alpharetta, Georgia, who 
walked on with the Tide. He is captain of spe- 


cial teams and All-SEC. Barry Fikes Photo 
University of Alabama,” he said. “It may be a 
decade or two before the significance of 
what they have accomplished is appreciated. 
They were part of the first and only group of 
Alabama players who have ever been 
through probation. They were on a team 
that suffered through a 4-7 season. And they 
were one of the reasons~a tremendously im- 
portant reason—we were able to start getting 
the program turned around this year.” 


(when only 11 men were picked), 

Alabama did not place a player on the 
Associated Press All-Southeastern Confer- 
ence team. This year Bama put two seniors 
on the elite squad. Punter Daniel Pope of 
Alpharetta, Georgia, who led the league with 
a 44.0 average, and cornerback Fernando 
Bryant of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, who had 
two interceptions and was in on 50 tackles, 
were selected to the honor team. Pope had 
previously been selected to the All-SEC team 


I 1997, for the first time since 1960 


named by Football News and was third team 
All-America by the publication. 

Pope was one of five senior captains for 
Bama. He was captain of the special teams 
and joined by quarterback John David 
Phillips of Anniston and wide receiver 
Calvin Hall of Gallatin, Tennessee, on of- 
fense, and linebacker Trevis Smith of 
Montgomery and free safety Kelvin Sigler of 
Mobile on defense. 

Phillips, who was selected to the 
Southeastern Conference Good Works Team 
for community involvement, ended up the 
season as a back-up quarterback, but was 
scheduled to see some action in the Music 
City Bowl, perhaps on special teams where 
he played before getting his shot at quarter- 
back, perhaps at wide receiver, where he was 
getting some early bow] practice time, 

Sigler almost certainly would have been at 
least an all-conference player this year, but 
he suffered a season-ending knee injury in 
the sixth game of the year. Even missing half 
the season he had some impressive statistics, 
including being in on 53 tackles, turning in 
a 37-yard interception return against 
Vanderbilt, and blocking a field goal attempt 
in a 20-17 overtime victory over Ole Miss. 
He will not be able to participate in the bowl 
game. 

Phillips completed 46 of 84 passes for 429 
yards with one touchdown and two inter- 
ceptions. Hall caught 21 passes for 343 
yards. Smith led Bama in tackles, getting in 
on 80 stops, including 16 for losses totaling 
55 yards. He also led the Tide with two fum- 
ble recoveries and he recovered a fumble, 
broke up three passes and had 10 quarter- 
back pressures. 

Pope and tight end Rhett Crutchfield of 
Birmingham are players who came to 
Alabama without scholarships but were 
awarded scholarships based on their play. 
Crutchfield was Bama’s back-up tight end 
and also played on special teams. 

Two Bama seniors came to the Tide from 
junior college and earned starting positions. 
Quincy Jackson of Brundidge was Bama’s 
top receiver this year with 48 catches for 
621 yards. Although Antoine Hunter of 
Valdosta, Georgia, spent much of the season 
as a back-up after suffering an injury, he was 
the starting right cornerback at the begin- 
ning of the season and the Tide's nickel back 
late in the year. He led the team in passes 
broken up with six. 

The only other regular starter among the 
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seniors was strongside linebacker Steve 
Stanley of Leighton. He was in on 25 tackles 
and had one interception and one fumble re- 
covery. 

Senior Tiders in back-up roles were 
linebacker Chris Edwards of Bessemer, cor- 
nerback Michael Feagin of Greenville, 
strong safety Warren Foust of Midwest City, 
Oklahoma, linebacker Eddie Hunter of 
Mobile, fullback Montoya Madden of Town 
Creek, linebacker Tito Smith of 
Birmingham, offensive tackle Sage Spree of 
Boligee, middle linebacker Granison 
Wagstaff of Enterprise, and cornerback 
Owen Winston of Montgomery. 


handful of non-scholarshipped play- 
A= are treated just like the scholar- 

shipped performers, because without 
the walk-ons it would be very difficult to 
have a successful football program. It is im- 
possible to put value on those players who 
toil in practice each day, primarily as scout 
team players, with little or no hope of play- 
ing on Saturdays, For many, there are few if 
any opportunities to even dress for a foot- 
ball game. 

Among those who have performed in that 
role and complete their eligibility this sea- 
son are wide receiver Wes Allen of 
Cottondale; free safety Bo Butler of 
Charleston, South Carolina; linebacker 
Brent Cox of State Road, North Carolina; 
center/snapper Drew McNatt of Aurora, 
Missouri (who had previously walked on at 
Arkansas before transferring to Bama); 
strong safety Greg Phillips of Mobile; safety 
Jeff Rowell (son of former Bama noseguard 
Terry Rowell) of Northport; and fullback 
Matt Teague of Montgomery. 

One of those walk-ons never played a 
down of offense or defense, but was as 
much a regular as about any player. Chad 
McGehee of Rainbow City played on both 
punt and kickoff coverage teams and on the 
punt return team and was in on 12 tackles 
this year. 

Some of those walk-ons had more success 
prior to their final seasons. For 
instance,center Brooks Brodie of Tifton, 
Georgia, played in almost every game alter 
transferring to Bama prior to his junior sea- 
son, Indeed, he even had one start as a ju- 
nior. But as a senior he made only a few 
cameo appearances. Place-kicker Brian 
Cunningham of Birmingham was Bama’s 
kicker as a sophomore in 1996 (hitting eight 
of 11 field goals and 19 of 21 extra points 
before being sidelined with illness after the 
sixth game) and as a junior (leading the 
team in scoring with 50 points and 12 of 21 
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field goals and 14 of 17 extra points). 
However, he was not called on to kick as a 
senior. 

Thomas Hill, a defensive back from 
Meridian, spent his senior season as a stu- 
dent assistant coach after he was forced to 
give up football for medical reasons. Hill 
had an ankle problem that required several 
surgeries. Last spring he was selected from 
over 850 applicants to attend the prestigious 
NCAA Leadership Conference. 

Jarrod Warren, a strong safety from 
Birmingham Shades Valley, was forced to 
give up football because of an injury, 
However, the former walk-on has stayed 
close to the program as a student assistant in 
the weight room. 

Alabama has proved that it takes seriously 
the notion of student-athletes. Five mem- 
bers of the team played this year as graduate 
students. Wes Allen, Rhett Crutchfield, 
Warren Foust, Calvin Hall and John David 
Phillips had already earned their degrees 
when this season started. Additionally, 
Daniel Pope, Trevis Smith, Granison 
Wagstaff and Owen Winston earned degrees 
in December. 


Among 15 Tide players named to the SEC 
Academic Honor Roll this year are eight se- 
niors: Wes Allen, Bo Butler, Rhett 
Crutchfield, Warren Foust, Calvin Hall, 
Chad McGehee, John David Phillips, and 
Clint Waggoner. 

Waggoner is the most honored Bama play- 
er academically. Although he could have re- 
turned for a final season, the Phi Beta Kappa 
biology major will earn his degree in May 
and then enter medical school. 

Two men who would have been seniors, 
perhaps senior starters, were dropped from 
the team prior to their final season of eligi- 
bility. Defensive lineman Chris Hood and 
linebacker Steve Harris, both of Town Creek, 
were ineligible because of academic defi- 
ciencies. However, Hood has remained in 
school and is participating in senior func- 
tions other than on the football field. 

Although they operate in relative obscuri- 
ty, the managers are well-known to the play- 
ers and coaches. Four of them are seniors 
this year. They are: Head Manager Chris 
Linville of Scottsboro, Scott McMicken of 
Hamilton, Croft Segars of Hartselle, and 
Shane Weeks of Columbus, Georgia. 
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Marcus Spencer: 


Playing For Tide A Dream Come True 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Although he has had great personal success, he has high goals for final two seasons 


any high school All-America and all- 

state football players hope to contin- 

ue their athletic careers at a power- 
house program like Alabama. For such highly- 
publicized prep stars, that goal is reasonable 
and realistic. However, for a player at a small 
school who doesn’t even make all-county and 
who isn’t recruited by any college football 
team, such a goal would be considered dream- 
ing. 

For Marcus Spencer the dream has come 
true. The former Sumter County High School 
player didn’t make all-county and wasn't re- 
cruited, But he not only made the Alabama 
squad as a walk-on, in his sophomore season 
he earned both a scholarship and a starting 
position, 


Spencer was not a star, but he played capa- 
bly as a two-way performer for Coach Arbie 
Parker on Sumter County teams that went 8-4, 
6-4 and 8-4. He played receiver and blocking 
back on offense, and defensive end, linebacker 
and safety on defense, but without earning any 
accolades. He also played baseball, was on the 
track team, and was a substitute on the 
Wildcats’ basketball team. But like most de- 
cent high school athletes, Spencer, 6-2 and 
195 pounds with 4.4 speed, didn’t attract the 
interest of college recruiters. 

“They didn’t even look at me,” Spencer said. 
“Everybody said the same thing, that I was too 
small and too slow. | kind of thought that | 
was being shafted a little bit.” 

It would not be accurate to say that Spencer 


went undeterred as a non-scholarshipped foot- 
ball candidate at Alabama in the fall of 1996. 
“To tell you the truth, I didn’t think that I 
could walk on and make the team, but I just 
decided to give it a shot,” said Spencer. He ad- 
mitted that at first he was intimidated by the 
All-America and all-state players against 
whom he would be competing. “It's very tough 
because first you just try to get noticed by the 
(scout team) coaches and hope that they will 
say something good about you in the meetings 
to your position coaches, and then hopefully 
the position coaches will look at you in a dif- 
ferent way,” he said. 

As most freshmen, and certainly most walk- 
on freshmen, Spencer was redshirted that first 
year, a season he said was very difficult. “In 
high school | was used to playing, not just 
watching games on TV,” he said. “Then here I 
was practicing zwith the guys every day, 
knowing that I wasn’t going to travel. It was 
tough. You feel like you're part of the team, 
but you're not on the team, It was hard.” 

He said, “I think the first time that | really 
thought that | could play with these guys was 
probably during my first spring scrimmage in 
Bryant-Denny Stadium when I made like 12 
tackles. It kind of clicked in my mind that I 
could play with these guys. | think that was 
also the first time that I felt that I got some re- 
spect from some of them.” 

One scrimmage, of course, does not a suc- 
cessful football career make. It is human na- 
ture that coaches are watching the recruited, 
scholarshipped players. A walk-on, probably 
on the scout team, has to do something to get 
noticed. Spencer was noticed. He won the 
Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant Best Walk-On 
Award as Head Coach Mike DuBose reinstated 
spring practice awards that had been discon- 
tinued under Gene Stallings. 


pencer proved he was deserving, making 
an impact as a redshirt freshman in 1997, 
Although he was used primarily on spe- 
cial teams early in the year, by mid-season he 
was seeing regular playing time at strong safe- 
ty and as a nickel back. And he saw starting 
duty in three late-season games, against 
Louisiana Tech, LSU and Mississippi State. 
Looking back, Spencer, who never played in 
front of more than 500 people in high school 
at York, Alabama, admitted that he never 
thought that he would be playing so soon. “I 
thought maybe towards the end of my senior 


In short order, Marcus Spencer has gone from an 
unknown walk-on to a scholarshipped starter. 
And he still has two seasons to play, years in 
which he expects he and Bama to improve. 
Robert Sutton Photo 
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year I might get into a game or two if it was a 
blow-out,” he said. On the contrary, as a red- 
shirt freshman toward the end of the season 
Spencer was in on about 75 percent of the 
plays at strong safety. 

He finished the year with 67 tackles includ- 
ing five for losses, a pass interception, a 
caused fumble, three pass break-ups and two 
quarterback pressures. He finished as the 
team’s third leading tackler. He had a season- 
high 15 tackles (12 solo) against Louisiana 
Tech and 13 tackles (nine unassisted) against 
Kentucky. Against Auburn he had a sack and 
intercepted a pass and returned it 29 yards. He 
was named Freshman All-SEC by the Knox- 
ville News-Sentinel. 


ile 1997 was good for Marcus 
Spencer, 1998 was even better. It 
began in the spring with him doing 


something he will never be able to do again. 
He won his second consecutive Coach Paul 
“Bear” Bryant Best Walk-On Award. 

The reason he will not be able to win the 
award again is that because prior to the start 
of the 1998 season, DuBose gave Spencer a 
more valuable award: a football scholarship. 
“It felt pretty good,” he said. “I was hoping, 
and in a way I kind of expected it.” 

He also showed that he deserved it. This 
past season Spencer played in all 11 games 
and took over as starting strong safety follow- 
ing an injury to Kelvin Sigler. Spencer, who 


had been backing up Tony Dixon at strong 
safety, moved up to first team when Dixon 
shifted into Sigler’s free safety spot. 

Spencer recorded 70 tackles (52 solo) and 
seven for losses. He led the team with four in- 
terceptions, added three pass breakups, and 
caused one fumble. He had two interceptions 
against LSU, the first of which was one of 
those memorable great plays. It appeared the 
Tigers had a sure touchdown, which would 
have given LSU a lead of 23-7. Instead, 
Spencer took the ball away from the receiver 
in the end zone and ran it out to end the 
threat. Bama went on to an extraordinary 22- 
16 win over the Tigers in Baton Rouge. 

And for the second straight year Spencer in- 
tercepted a pass against Auburn, returning it 
40 yards to the Auburn seven-yard line. “I 
thought I was going to score,” Spencer said. “I 
should have been looking to my right instead 
of straight ahead, and then I would have 
known to cut back. But I thought somebody 
had already blocked the quarterback. When 
the quarterback got me, it was kind of embar- 
rassing.” Although Alabama didn’t score from 
there (Shaun Alexander fumbled), the Tide got 
the ball back in good field position and put a 
touchdown on the board a few minutes later 
as Bama overwhelmed Auburn, 31-17. 

Spencer said that Alabama improved about 
80 percent from the 4-7 team in 1997. “Our 
leadership was better,” he said. “The main 
thing was the seniors; you could just see the 
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determination in their eyes to go out winners. 
And there was just something different about 
our coaching this year. 

“But we're not really satisfied because we 
could have done better. My competitive side 
won't let me be satisfied with just going to any 
bowl. I know going to a bowl game was a team 
goal this year after not going to one last year. 
But next year we will set our sights even high- 
er. We want to win the (SEC) West and in- 
stead of going home for Thanksgiving like this 
year, we want to be getting ready for the SEC 
Championship Game in Atlanta.” 

Spencer, who writes down his goals prior to 
each season, has set his personal sights a little 
higher for next year, too. Known as a pretty 
good cover man and a headhunter who loves 
to hit, Spencer, who bench presses 255 pounds 
and squats 405, said that he wants to make 80 
tackles, 10 interceptions, 10 tackles for losses 
and four sacks. To do that he said that he 
needs to improve his recognition skills in 
order to make quick decisions on whether to 
play pass or run. 

An honor student in high school and a pre- 
law major at Alabama, Spencer cites in order 
three long-term goals he would like to accom- 
plish at The Capstone: “To graduate with a 
marketable degree that means that I really 
learned something; to win a national champi- 
onship; and to leave here as a better person 
knowing that I gave it my all and did every- 
thing that I could on and off the field.” 
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Andrew Zow: 
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Youngster Is 
Big Reason 


For Success 
by Austin Dare 


Redshirt freshman kept 
calm in leading Tide wins 


Ithough nothing in the atmosphere 
Ase it with over 80,000 packed 

into the arena and a national televi- 
sion audience tuned in to the upset in the 
making, it was a time for calmness. A young 
redshirt freshman quarterback trotted to the 
center of Legion Field, his spikes sinking 
into the damp turf beneath him, knowing he 
was about to begin the most important se- 
ries of his young collegiate career. 

Everything The University of Alabama 
football team accomplished in 1998 in the 
wake of a disastrous 4-7 campaign of a year 
ago, was about to come crashing down at 
the hands of a dismal 3-7 team whose head 
coach had quit midway through the season. 

Trailing 17-0 early in the second quarter in 
the final game of the year at Birmingham's 
Legion Field, Alabama needed a spark; 
needed someone to step up and reclaim the 
momentum Auburn had established. 

Fortunately for the Crimson Tide, Andrew 
Zow, the quarterback at the heart of 
Alabama's resurgence this season, was equal 
to the task. 

Many quarterbacks would panic in a situa- 
tion like Zow found himself in at the Iron 
Bowl by trying to do too much. Zow knew 
his teammates would look to him for leader- 
ship and he responded. The youngster was 
successful in supplying that leadership and a 
handful of big plays. 

“I was very tight early in the game,” Zow 
admitted, “but trailing 17-0, I had to be 
calm and get something going. That drive 
was important because if we scored, | knew 
we would make a game of it.” 

The Tide did score on that drive, the start 


Alabama redshirt freshman quarterback Andrew 
Zow said it was not his job to try to win football 
games by himself. He wanted to get the ball into 
the hands of playmakers, like Shaun Alexander. 
But Zow did a lot more than that as he led the 
Tide to a 7-4 record and into the Music City 
Bowl. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Will Cuthbert (72) and Jason McDonald (70) provide the protection for redshirt freshman quarterback Andrew Zow. Zow earned the starting quarterback job 


midway through the 1998 season and led the Tide to five victories, including some dramatic come-from-behind decisions. 


of 31 consecutive points in beating its arch 
rival, 31-17. 

But how did Zow do it? How did he rally 
his team in the face of Bill Oliver's ever- 
changing defensive schemes and alignments 
designed to confuse the Tide’s young signal 
caller? Oliver, who was serving as Auburn's 
interim head coach in the game, neverthe- 
less held on to his duties as defensive coor- 
dinator for the Tigers. And Oliver is among 
the best ever at that job, one he once held as 
Alabama's defensive coordinator. 

“My job is to get the ball into the hands of 
our playmakers,” said Zow, “and to make 
sure they get the ball in positions where 
they can make things happen.” 

“I knew Auburn couldn’t hold Shaun 
(Alexander) down all night or stop our re- 
ceivers if I got them the ball. So 1 just had to 
settle down, play within myself and get a 
rhythm going.” 


ow did a lot more than “get a rhythm 

/ going.” He had an exceptional game 

as he riddled the Auburn secondary, 

completing 16 of 23 passes for 191 yards. 

And his completions went to eight different 
receivers. 

Zow’s performance from the time he took 
over the starting job midway through the 
fourth game of the year has been exception- 
al. But he is an exceptional young man, one 
who gives credit to those around him even 
as he makes the plays and the decisions that 
helped move Alabama back into a winning 
situation. 

Zow also has the ability to recognize his 
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mistakes, accept responsibility for those 
misakes, and, most importantly, learn from 
those mistakes to improve. 

Ask most college athletes what their aspi- 
rations are and the likely answer is, “I want 
to play at the next level professionally.” 

Ask that same question to Andrew Zow 
and you get a totally different answer. 

“I'd like to have a family one day and be a 
positive role model for my community,” 
Zow says in response to that question. 
“With regard to athletics, I'd like to know I 
did everything I could to help my team win 
games.” 

Thus far, the judgment would have to be 
that Zow has done a great deal to help 
Alabama win football games. In the seven 
games Zow started, the Tide turned in a 5-2 
record, the losses both on the road and to 
the two teams that played in the Southestern 
Conference Championship Game. He com- 
pleted 143 of 256 passes (55.9 per cent) for 
1969 yards with 11 of his tosses going for 
touchdowns, only seven being intercepted. 

But what about playing football profes- 
sionally? 

“Oh, sure that’s a dream of mine,” Zow 
said. “But you have to realize very few make 
it to that level, and I want to earn my degree 
and be able to provide for a family one day.” 


arning a scholarship and the opportu- 
Ee to get that degree are two things 
that seemed like a guarantee until a 
spring game before the start of his senior 


year of high school at Union County High 
School in Lake Butler, Florida. 


Barry Fikes Photo 


“| threw a pass that was tipped and inter- 
cepted,” Zow recounted. “I went to make 
the tackle and my cleat stuck in the turf.” 

The result was a torn anterior cruciate lig- 
ament (ACL) in his knee. Suddenly, not only 
was Zow’s senior season in jeopardy, but so 
was that scholarship. 

“Florida, Florida State and Miami all 
stopped recruiting me,” said Zow, “but 
Auburn and Alabama still kept in touch.” 

Knowing he couldn't go to college without 
a scholarship, Zow worked feverishly on re- 
habilitating his knee. Doctors told him the 
rehabilitation process would take eight 
months. He was back in four and after lead- 
ing Lake Butler to its third consecutive 
Florida High School 3A state title was ready 
to sign a scholarship to play football. 

However, his first offer wasn’t necessarily 
his best offer. After making a recruiting visit, 
he committed to Auburn. The Tigers wanted 
him for a defensive back or linebacker. “I 
committed to Auburn,” said Zow, “but my 
heart told me I could play college ball as a 
quarterback.” 

Alabama Assistant Coach Jeff Rouzie was 
the man recruiting Zow for Alabama, and 
Rouzie told Zow he would get a chance to 
play quarterback for the Tide. That was all it 
took for Zow to make his decision for 
Tuscaloosa. 

Deep in his heart, Rouzie may have been 
hoping for another quality linebacker. But 
after a couple of days of practice in his 1997 
redshirt freshman year, it was obvious 
Alabama had signed a quarterback. Zow 
showed an excellent passing arm, the one 
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question Tide Head Coach Mike DuBose had 
had about Zow. As a prep junior Zow had 
passed for over 1,000 yards and 16 touch- 
downs, but he had also rushed for almost 
1,000 yards in the option-oriented offense. 

After a four-year high school career in 
which he lost a grand total of three games, 
sitting through the debacle of 1997's 4-7 sea- 
son as a redshirt who ran the scout team of- 
fense, Zow learned something about him- 
self. 

“I realized I hated to lose,” said the 6-1, 
220-pound Zow. “Especially watching us lit- 
erally give Auburn the game last year, | 
knew I didn’t want to go through another 
season like that one.” 


hile this season turned out much 
better from a won-loss point-ol- 
view, it actually began just like 


1997 did for Zow: on the bench. He was 
beaten out for the starting quarterback job 
by fifth-year senior John David Phillips and 
admits he was disappointed. 

“During the entire spring, | didn’t play like 
| should have and didn’t deserve to be the 
starter,” said Zow. “I was hesitant and un- 
sure of myself at times.” 

So Zow prepared himself to be the back- 
up while competing every day in practice to 
build up his confidence. He credits 
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We’ll help you see a lot more 


Quarterback Coach Charlie Stubbs for his 
development this season and getting him 
prepared to be the starting quarterback. 
“Coach Stubbs has really helped me develop 
this year,” said Zow. “I've learned how to 
read defenses and gained confidence throw- 
ing the football. I've come a long way as a 
result of his (Stubbs’) help.” 

Zow’s big break came against the Florida 
Gators when he came off the bench and gave 
Florida Head Coach Steve Spurrier palpita- 
tions of the heart when he completed a long 
bomb to Calvin Hall with under a minute to 
play. That completion might have been the 
winning score, but Hall stumbled as he 
caught the ball and fell at the Florida 25. 

On the next play, Zow rushed a sideline 
pass with 16 seconds remaining in the game 
and Tony George intercepted the pass, pre- 
serving the Gators 16-10 win. Later DuBose 
would say there was “confusion” on the 
sidelines that prevented Bama from getting 
the correct information to Zow. 

“| knew I should have spiked the ball to 
stop the clock,” said Zow as he discussed 
the Florida game. “I knew it when I let the 
ball go. But that’s been my biggest weakness 
this year, inexperience and the mental mis- 
takes. It has hurt me and the team at times.” 

These abilities to self-analyze and learn 
from mistakes are the qualities of leaders. 


Z sas: =f 
7 ~ 4 P ; é. 
ot \\ALHAMILTGN “4/7 


_ = 


They are the reason the Alabama coaching 
staff raves about Zow’s leadership ability and 
they are the reasons the offense has rallied 
around a redshirt freshman. 

“I'm not out there to win games by my- 
self,” said Zow. “My job is to contribute and 
give the playmakers the ball. If I do that, I 
know I’m contributing.” 

Like any competitive athlete, Zow would 
prefer to go undefeated and win the national 
championship. But he understands the toll 
NCAA sanctions took on Alabama and be- 
lieves this years 7-4 record is the first step 
towards a return to national supremacy. 

“We have had some great recruiting class- 
es the past two years,” said Zow. “Freshmen 
like Eric Locke and Freddie Milons have 
stepped in and contributed big time this 
year. “For us to get to that national champi- 
onship level, we need more recruiting class- 
es like the past two. | think we are on the 
verge of something really big here.” 

On a crisp night in late November when, 
not only Alabama's season, but its future 
hung in the balance, Andrew Zow was there 
to right the ship. With three more years to 
build on what Zow called a “dream season” 
in 1998, the chances are good he will have 
the opportunity to lead the Crimson Tide to 
a real dream season-one that ends with an- 
other Alabama national championship. 
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Golf Outlook: 


Fall Success Leads To High Hopes 


by Donna Fromme 


Both men’s and women’s teams played well in fall, which will pay dividends in spring 


men’s and women’s golf teams at 

Alabama. Both had their most successful 
season starts in years. Collegiate golf is a 
sport that lasts from September through late 
May with a two-month break for winter in 
December and January, and both teams are 
hoping the momentum they gained in the 
fall continues when the season picks up in 
February. 

That is true particularly for Betty Palmer 
and the Crimson Tide women. The women's 
team, playing with two freshmen and three 
seniors, capped the fall with a November 
championship at the Memphis Women’s 
Intercollegiate, beating a field of 15 teams. 
And Alabama flirted with another tourna- 
ment championship, finishing tied at second 
(of 12 teams) at the rain-shortened Auburn 
Tiger Invitational in September. The women 
played in two other events, finishing sixth of 
16 teams at the Mercedes-Benz Women's 
Championship which is hosted by the 
University of Tennessee, and, in the season 
opener, a tenth place finish of 21 teams at 
Florida State’s Seminole Classic in 
Tallahassee. 

“It's definitely one of our best starts,” said 
Palmer who has been coaching the Tide 
women since the 1989 season. “This is a 
strong team. And they've learned the hard 
way. They've been to the school of thought 
where they thought they had it but didn't. 
And what they found out was that if they 
continued to work and to work hard and 
not rest on any success, that they could con- 
tinue to succeed. The beauty of this team is 
that they know what they have to do in 
order to maintain this level of success.” 


I was a fall to remember for both the 


Alabama's men’s and women’ golf fortunes seem 
to be in the hands of young players this year, 
but in truth the leadership of seniors like 
Rachel Short and Brian Wright is critical to 
Crimson Tide success. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Palmer's team consists of seniors Rachael 
Short, Therés Syedin and Linda Sorensen, 
sophomore Paula Carter and two freshmen, 
Sarah Johnston and Lacy Shelton. Johnston, 
despite her youth, was the team’s stroke 
leader. She averaged 74.72 in four tourna- 
ments. The core included Johnston. Short 
(76.2), Svedin (76.63) and Carter (76.81) in 
all four tournaments. Shelton played in 
three and averaged 78.25 while Sorensen 
made two appearances and has a 77.16 aver- 
age. Johnston and Carter led Alabama in its 
tournament championship performance, 
tying for second at Memphis. Johnston also 
had a top ten finish in Knoxville. 

“We started our season with two freshmen 
in the lineup,” Palmer said. “You know they 
are good players based upon what they did 
in junior golf, but you never really know 
what direction they will go on this level. 
Fortunately for us, ours went in favorable 
directions, Sarah had done very well as a ju- 
nior player, so | knew she was talented. 
What really impressed us is that Sarah went 
out there this fall and improved in every sin- 
gle tournament. Her statistics improved 
every time. Her stroke average dropped, she 
improved her finishes. And then in her final 
tournament of the fall, she was only two 
shots out of first. 

“Lacy came in a very sound and accom- 
plished player, but she was a freshman, But 
she has been very strong. 

“And I certainly don't want to leave out 
the senior leadership. When you've got 
Rachael and Therés and Linda who are a 
great foundation and a good group of people 
to lead the younger ones into the spring sea- 
son, it is a coach's dream.” 

The women pick up their season on 
February 26 in Gainesville, Florida at the 
SunTrust Lady Gator Invitational which 
Florida serves as the host school. It’s a 
Southeastern Conference-peppered spring 
tour for the women as they'll play in tourna- 
ments hosted by Florida, LSU, South 
Carolina and Georgia in their four spring 
regular season trips. The SEC champi- 
onships are at Auburn April 16-18, and the 
NCAA East Regional will be hosted by 
South Carolina May 6-8. 

“When you're on a roll its not something 
you want to stop doing,” Palmer said. “With 
this team as strong as they are and as confi- 
dent, and as excited as they are, you hate to 
take that break. But we know they need the 
break to get some rest and get caught up 
and get things in order with their school- 
work. I don’t think it’s going to hurt them 
because they know their success is a result 
of a very good work ethic. 
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“The key this spring is to pick up where 
we left off, and I feel good about our group's 
ability to do that.” 


he fall season was one tournament 

shorter than the women's for Dick 

Spybey and his Crimson Tide men, 

And with the exception of not having a tour- 

nament trophy, it was just about as impres- 
sive. 

And like the women’s fall season, it was a 
first-year player leading the way for the 
men’s team. Freshman Jan-Are Larsen had 
an immediate impact for the Tide as he will 
rank among the nation’s top newcomers, 
Alabama's successes included finishing just 
four shots out of the championship at the 
season-opening Palmetto Classic, an 18- 
team event hosted by the College of 
Charleston. But the highlight of the fall 
came a month later in the Jerry Pate 
National, which the Tide hosted at 
Birmingham's Old Overton. 

The Jerry Pate field is phenomenal as it in- 
cluded eight of the nation’s top 10 teams and 
two more ranked among the top 25, 
Alabama was the only unranked team 
among the field of 12, a field that is drawn 
from the top finishes at the previous season's 
NCAA Championships. The Tide emerged as 
the tournament's Cinderella team, finishing 
at even par and fifth in the elite field. Larsen 
pushed for the individual championship, 
then settled for eight under par. He finished 
third with rounds of 73-67-65/205, For the 
fall, the Norwegian would finish no worse 
than 13th as he placed third at the Jerry 
Pate, seventh at the Palmetto Classic (in his 
collegiate debut), and 13th at the Nelson, a 
tournament hosted by Stanford. 

Larsen emerged with Alabama's low stroke 
average for the fall, 70.89. He finished five 
of the nine rounds he played under par. 
Spybey also celebrated the emergence of ju- 
nior Chip Zahn and the return of senior 
Brian Wright. Zahn had Alabama's second 
best stroke average of the fall, 72.66 in three 
tournaments, Zahn also had Alabama's most 
dramatic improvement from one season to 
the next. His stroke average last year was 
77.13 in eight tournaments, showing an im- 
provement of nearly five strokes from one 
season to the next. Wright, who took the 
1998 season off as a redshirt, has knocked 
better than three strokes off his game of two 
years ago when he last played for the Tide in 
1997 and averaged 76,56. After three tour- 
naments this season, his average is now 
73.33. He, too, was crucial in Alabama's 
charge at the Pate. He finished four under 
par (70-72-67/209), in sole possession of 


eighth place. He coupled that with an 11th 
place finish in his senior opener at the 
Palmetto Classic. Alabama counted all nine 
of both Larsen’s and Wright's rounds this 
fall. 

Sophomore Freeman Fite was also a con- 
stant in Alabama's lineup in those three 
tournaments, which concluded with a 10th 
place showing of 18 teams at The Nelson. 
Fite takes a 74.44 stroke average into the 
spring, a drop of two strokes from his 76.60 
average after seven tournaments in 1998, 
Two others, freshman Markus Agren and se- 
nior John Stahlschmidt, also represented the 
Tide in play. Agren had a 75 stroke average 
in two appearances while Stahlschmidt aver- 
aged 76.67 in one. 

“The fall season was a success for many 
reasons,” said Spybey who took over the 
men’s team in 1989, “First, all three finishes 
were positive and established us as one of 
the top three teams in the district as well as 
one of the top teams in the nation. Also, we 
found that our recruiting efforts turned out 
to be promising as two newcomers, Jan-Are 
Larsen and Markus Agren, entered the start- 
ing lineup and proved to be steady players. 

“Jan-Are Larsen certainly surprised all of 
us with his consistent play and shows signs 
of becoming an all-conference player. And 
we're very pleased with the return of Brian 
Wright to the lineup as he appears to have 
used his year off wisely. Another bright spot 
has been the play of Chip Zahn who is de- 
veloping into a fine leader as well as a 
player who has the ability to shoot low indi- 
vidual scores. Finally, a spot seems to be in 
the youth of our program as freshman 
Markus Agren and sophomore Freeman Fite 
have had positive contributions thus far.” 

Play will continue for the Alabama men on 
February 18-20 ina tropical locale. Alabama 
picks up play in Honolulu at the John Burns 
Intercollegiate. That's one of six regular sea- 
son events. Alabama is at Jacksonville, 
Florida’s Queens Harbor Intercollegiate 
February 28-March 1, Lakeland, Florida's 
Matlock Intercollegiate March 5-7, Augusta, 
Georgia for the April 3-4 Augusta 
Invitational and Auburn for the Billy 
Hitchcock Intercollegiate on April 9-11, 
Kentucky is host to the SEC Championships 
April 16-18, and, should it continue its vane 
of success, Alabama would qualify for the 
NCAA East Regional which is May 20-22 in 
Newport, Rhode Island. The NCAA finals are 
June 2-5 in Chaska, Minnesota. 

Spybey said he believes that Bama has put 
itself into position to be a national tourna- 
ment entry for the seventh time in nine 
years. 
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Track & Field Outlook: 


Tide Teams On The Right Track 


by Nori Gardner 


Both men’s and women’s 
teams have high goals 


Ithough the sport is the same, 
Alabama is now in its second year of 
having separate men’s and women’s 
track and field teams. And the differences 
are more obvious this year as the Crimson 
Tide squads are going in different directions, 
at least insofar as schedules are concerned. 
Both teams have goals of being on the same 
path to higher conference and national 
achievements. 
Unlike most sports, the track and field 
season in one way or another never ends. 


The sport includes cross country in the fall, 
indoor competition in the winter and the 
outdoor season in the spring. 

Sandy Fowler began her second season as 
head coach of the Alabama women’s team 
with the Clemson Opener indoor track meet 
December 4. This year's roster includes a 
few returnees, a couple of freshmen and sev- 
eral junior college standouts. Coach Fowler 
has her sights set on championships, on the 
conference level and the national level. 

“I am very excited about our track team 
this year,” said Fowler. “The Alabama pro- 
gram is well on its way to being an estab- 
lished program on the national scene. | 
came to Alabama with a simple vision in 
mind: to take a program rich in tradition 
and success and raise the expectations a step 
or two. I would consider this year's recruit- 
ing class as the athletes that will implement 
a new regime at Alabama. | believe that we 
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have a program here that can finish among 
the top ten in the nation.” 

The members of this year’s women’s roster 
have credentials that include junior college 
All-America, NCAA qualifier and All- 
Southeastern Conference. There are about 
ten new additions to the Tide's roster to aid 
the returning members of last season's 
squad. 

“Iam expecting some really good perfor- 
mances out of the sprint group this season,” 
said Fowler. “I think each of the women on 
our team have individual roles that they will 
play, and then they will have to come to- 
gether as a team for the relays. Several of our 
sprinters are no strangers to serious compe- 
tition. Delilah Dillard is the only returning 
sprinter this season. She got her feet wet in 
the conference last year and she knows what 
to expect from conference competition. 
Tulia Robinson has a lot of international ex- 


The Alabama women’s track and field team includes such stars as sprinter Tulia Robinson and hammer thrower Janna Wren, both of whom have internation- 
al experience. The Bama men’s squad will be led by Tim Broe, Cori Loving and Chris Kirkman. 
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perience already, She represented Jamaica at 
the World Junior Championships this sum- 
mer. Tulia and Peta-Gay Barrett, a junior 
college All-America last year, should step 
right up and make an impact in the SEC this 
year, Mary Grant and Brandit Copper will be 
able to help us in several areas, not just the 
sprints and the relays, Those two are multi- 
talented athletes who excel in several areas. 
Mary’s strengths are the long jump and 
triple jump and Brandit will help the team 
out tremendously in the sprints and the 
heptathlon. Another key addition to our 
team this season is another junior college 
All-America, Ne-Juan Shaul. These runners 
will not only succeed in their individual 
events, but they will also come together in 
the relay races as well,” 

The women’s cross country team had a 
successful fall season. The same members of 
the cross country team will compete for the 
Tide in the distance races during the indoor 
and outdoor track seasons. Ashley LaBudde, 
a freshman from Atlanta, Georgia, represent- 
ed the women’s cross country team at the 
NCAA Championships. She earned All- SEC 
and AIl-NCAA South Region honors, This 
was the second year in a row that a fresh- 
man qualified for the national meet. Last 
season Amanda Grout was the freshman 
representative for Alabama. Hilary 
Stielelmeyer, a middle distance runner and 
hurdles specialist, trained and competed 
with the cross country team to better pre- 
pare her for the upcoming track season. Last 
season she was a scorer for the Tide at the 
SEC Championships. 

“The distance group should be very strong 
this year,” said Fowler. “The girls are just 
coming off a very successful cross country 
season. Two girls earned All-SEC and All- 
South Region honors, and Ashley qualified 
for the NCAA Championships. Their fourth 
place finish at the SEC Championships is 
just a beginning to the amount of success 
we will have this season, We should be very 
competitive in the middle distance as well as 
the distance races at the conference meet, 
and on the national level.” 

Last but definitely not least, what track 
and field team wouldn't be complete with- 
oul a field event crew. Three key returnees 
from last season's team all scored points for 
Alabama at the SEC Championships, Mona 
Jonsson, Saliya Ingram and Janna Wren will 
be key factors to the Tide's success this year. 

“Three of our girls were conference scor- 
ers last year,” said Fowler. “This year | am 
looking for Mona, Safiya and Janna to be na- 
tional scorers for us as well, Saliya was sec- 
ond in the discus and fifth in the shot put at 
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the SEC meet, Janna scored for us in the 
hammer, and Mona was sixth in the javelin. 
Janna was a wonderlul surprise for us last 
year. She was so dedicated and all her hard 
work paid olf when she scored points at the 
conference meet, Janna then went on to 
qualify for the World Junior Championships 
this summer, | am expecting all of them to 
step wp to national caliber competition this 
year.” 

Bama also has depth in the events with 
Elizabeth Aldrich in the weight and hammer 
throws; Kiana Peake in the shot put, discus, 
hammer and weight throws; Tiffany Pulliam 
in the shot and hammer; and Anne Kendall 
in the weight throw and hammer. 

“We are really expecting great things from 
the throwing group this year,” Fowler said. 
“My goal is to have more individuals qualify 
for the NCAA Championships and with ded- 
ication and hard work, it is possible.” The 
indoor season and the outdoor season are 
preparing the Tide for four championship 
meets, 

The SEC Indoor and Outdoor 
Championships and the NCAA Indoor and 
Outdoor Championships take place at the 
end of each season, During the season an 
athlete’s main goal is to qualify for the 
NCAA Championships. 


he men’s indoor track and field sea- 
son will begin with the Buckeye 
Opener at Columbus, Ohio, on 
January 9. Harvey Glance is back lor his sec- 
ond season as coach of the Crimson Tide. 
Glance’s appointment as Alabama’s head 
men’s coach raised eyebrows a little over a 
year ago, and it’s still a bit of an oddity to 
consider that Auburn's all-time greatest 
track and field athlete and former Olympic 
gold medalist heads up the Bama men's 
team. 
It should come as no surprise that Glance, 
a track and field legend, is attracting top tal- 
ent to The Capstone. Those newcomers join 
some established stars for the Crimson Tide, 
Returning stars include All-America per- 
formers Tim Broe, Mats Nilsson and Faizal 
Emamaullee, along with SEC Champion 
Derrick Jones and SEC meet scorers Ken 
Fambro, Jasmin Alverson, John Williamson 
and Troy and Jeremy Henderson. 
Outstanding newcomers include junior 
college All-Americas Cori Loving, Randy 
Farr and Javon Dixon. James Grant, one of 
the top prep sprinters from the state of 
Florida, joined the team, along with trans- 
fers Chris Kirkman and Francis Rono. 
“We have a lot of quality athletes who can 
help us in scoring this season,” Glance said. 


And the Tide coach hinted that additional 
performers might join the squad for the 
spring semester, which includes both indoor 
and outdoor seasons. 

This is only Glance’s second year directing 
the Tide, but that doesn't mean he doesn't 
have high aspirations for his track team, 
“My goals for this team are pretty lolly, con- 
sidering its just my second year here,” said 
Glance, “I would like to see us finish in the 
top three or four in the conference and fin- 
ish in the top L5 in the country. Even if we 
don't meet these goals, I can still say that we 
will be a much better team than what we 
were a year ago. With some additional help 
from some of the members of the football 
ieam helping us out this year, it can only 
make the team even stronger. | haye an un- 
derstanding that Eric Locke, Shontua Ray 
and Freddie Milons were all excellent run- 
ners in high school and should be excellent 
additions to our team. My expectations for 
this team are very high and there is really no 
reason for us not to be successful.” 

Faizal Emamaullee was granted a sixth 
year of eligibility from the NCAA this fall so 
that he can continue to run for the Crimson 
Tide. With Emamaullee reinstated and the 
additions of Rono, an All-America distance 
runner and Colonial Conference champion 
from Virginia Commonwealth, and three ju- 
nior college All-Americas, Farr, Loving and 
Dixon, the men’s track team is off to a great 
start, 

That's a good thing, too, because Alabama 
has an ambitious schedule. 

“We are changing the schedule a little bit 
from last year,” said Glance, “We are travel- 
ing to Notre Dame and Ohio State during 
the indoor season and we are participating 
in the SEC/ACC Challenge this season, That 
meet will give us an opportunity to go head- 
to-head with three other members of our 
conference and four members of the ACC, 
We are tackling some new areas that hope- 
fully will make us a better track program 
and give Alabama a lot of national exposure. 
I would have to guess that the SEC will be 
just as tough as it has always been. About 
six or seven of the teams are going to be 
ranked in the top ten or top 15 in the coun- 
try. That has been the pattern over the last 
few years, and | don’t expect it to be any dil- 
lerent this year. We have to be prepared to 
face the toughest teams in the nation.” 

“One of my main goals coming into this 
program was to help Alabama's track team 
become more focused and more spirited,” 
said Glance. “L really think that is something 
that we have accomplished already, The spir- 
it of this track program is unbelievable.” 
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Prep Prospects: 


Early Look At Football Recruiting 


by James Edwards 


February 4 signing date is 
getting closer and Bama 
coaches have been busy 


hile Alabama's coaching staff still 
has some on-the-field work to do 
in getting ready for Virginia Tech 


in the Music City Bowl on December 29, 
Bama coaches, as Head Coach Mike DuBose 
pointed out, are having to pull double duty 
this time of year. That's because the first few 
weeks of December marked an important 
time in the recruiting process, a time when 
coaches could begin to make in-home visits 
with prospects and their families. 

Alabama held a week of early morning 
practices in order to allow coaches to get on 
the road (and in the air) lo see potential fu- 
ture Tiders. And when afternoon practices 
were held, it was not unusual to see one or 
more assistant coaches sneaking out a little 
early, obviously bound for the home of a 
prospect. Even DuBose cancelled a couple of 
post-practice press briefings in order to get 
on with the business of recruiting, 

Although there is much to be done be- 
tween now and the February 4 signing date 
for high school seniors and most junior col- 
lege transfers, early indications are that this 
will be another excellent recruiting year at 
Alabama, perhaps even better than last year's 
group, which was ranked among the nation’s 
top ten in virtually every analysis. 

Among the high school stars who have 
had contact in person from an Alabama 
coach are: Hirchel Bolden, 5-10, 190, 4.4, 
athlete from Dothan; Gary Godsey, 6-8, 255, 
4.87, quarterback/tight end from Jesuit High 
School in Tampa, Florida; Brandon Miree, 6- 
1, 215, 4.4, running back from Winton 
Woods High School in Cincinnati, Ohio 
(who is considered to be the top runner in 
the Midwest); David Paine, 6-7, 265, 4.63, 
defensive end from Melrose High School in 
Memphis; Derrick Woods, 35-9, 165, 4.4, 
wide receiver from Memphis Melrose; 
Dennis Alexander, 6-5, 315, 5,30, offensive 
tackle from Westwood High School in 
Memphis; Roy Williams, 6-2, 260, 4.78, de- 
fensive tackle from DeLand, Florida; and 
Gerard Clark, 6-6, 255, 4.75, defensive end 
from Mainland High School in Daytona 
Beach, Florida. 

One player who chose to make his official 
visit to Alabama in late November was super 
junior college cornerback Milo Lewis. He is 
6-0, 190, 4.5, and plays for City College of 
San Francisco. That is the same school that 
sent both Canary Knight and Miguel Merritt 
to Alabama a year ago. He has narrowed his 
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list to Michigan, Alabama, and Arizona, with 
the latter wo being considered the front 
runners. Lewis was hosted by senior corner- 
back, Fernando Bryant, but also spent time 
with his former junior college teammates. 
He is the second player to make his official 
visit to The Capstone this fall. Earlier run- 
ning back Santonio Beard of Nashville, 
Tennessee, made his olficial visit the week- 
end of the Alabama-Florida game. 

Beard has since committed to sign with 
Alabama. The 6-1, 190-pound tailback from 
Pearl-Cohn High Schoal, who runs a 4.4- 
second 40-yard dash, was ranked the num- 
ber two player in Tennessee behind David 
Paine. He led his team to back-to-back state 
championships as a sophomore and junior. 
His sophomore year he rushed for over 
1,600 yards with 21 touchdowns, while his 
junior year produced 2,164 yards and 25 
touchdowns. His senior year didn’t result in 
a state championship for Pearl-Cohn, but he 
had his best year with over 2,400 yards 
rushing and 37 touchdowns, For academic 
reasons, Beard will enroll at Milford 
(Connecticut) Prep School on January 13 
which should lead to him qualifying and 
joining the Crimson Tide in January, 2000. 

It appears that Alabama's primary recruit- 
ing weekends in January will be those of 
January 8 and January 15. Among those who 
have already scheduled January visits are: 

Defensive lineman Gary McNealy of Perry, 
Florida, Taylor County High School, wide 
receiver Antonio Carter of Tallahassee, 
Florida, Rickards; tight end Michael Gaines 
of Tallahassee Florida High; tight end Casey 
Gilbert of Pascagoula, Mississippi; commit- 
ted quarterback Josh Parker of 
Crawlordville, Florida, Wakulla; cornerback 
Gerald Dixon of Burtonsville, Maryland, 
Paint Branch; cornerback Dio Hill of New 
Smyrna Beach, Florida; committed lineback- 
er Terris Martin of Clarke County; tight end 
Clay Cleveland of Daphne; center Alonzo 
Ephraim of Birmingham Wenonah; wide re- 
ceiver Jamal Jones of Hyattsville, Maryland, 
DeMatha, defensive lineman Kenny King of 
Daphne; committed offensive lineman Matt 
Lomax of Mobile UMS Wright; athlete 
Bobby Sippio of Kissimmee, Florida, 
Osceola; offensive lineman Donald Tucker of 
Tupelo, Mississippi; running back Raymond 
Hudson of Bonifay, Florida, Holmes County; 
cornerback Roberto McBride of Lakeland. 
Florida, Kathleen; offensive lineman Dante 
Ellington of Leighton Colbert County; run- 
ning back Brandon Miree of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Winton Woods; linebacker Saleem 
Rasheed of Birmingham Shades Valley; of- 
fensive lineman Theo Harris of Decatur, 
Tennessee, Meigs County; and offensive 
lineman Watshidimba Kabongo of Vanier 
Prep School in Montreal, Canada. 


ho is Watshidimba Kabongo?, you 
ask. He is one of the top three 
players in Canada. He is 6-7, 290. 


and runs a 5.1 40-yard dash. He is being re- 
cruited as a defensive lineman and he has 
very good pass rushing skills, great in one- 
on-one situations, and his motor runs all the 
lime, said his Coach, Ray Gagnon. He has 
only played football two years so he sull 
must improve his overall game. He struggles 
when he gets double teamed because he is 
unsure of what technique he needs to use to 
break through the line. He is very strong and 
has done 20 bench press repetitions with 
225 pounds. He is on track to be academi- 
cally eligible. He has already made official 
visits to Central Florida, Nebraska and 
Kentucky, He has Alabama scheduled, 
Several schools including Florida State, 
Boston College, Syracuse, Michigan State, 
Notre Dame, and UCLA are battling for the 
final visit, Nebraska is considered the leader. 
Its a recruiting fact of life that a number of 
players’ names are frequently connected 
with a program like Alabama, Even though 
the Crimson Tide may not have an interest 
in the player, it is prestigious for the player 
to list Bama as one of the schools he is con- 
sidering. On the other hand, under 
Recruiting Coordinator Ronnie Cottrell, 
Alabama is now involved with players that 
might not previously have been the case. 

Indeed, Alabama has recently received 
commitments from a couple of players 
whose names were not on early recruiting 
lists. They are: 

Terris Martin, 6-3, 205, 4.48, outside 
linebacker from Clarke County High School 
in Grove Hill. He was a yirtual unknown to 
everyone; everyone, that is except Cottrell. 
Martin had a very good showing at 
Alabama’s summer camp and carried that 
into his senior campaign where be racked 
up 112 tackles, 11 for loss, three sacks, and 
eight quarterback pressures. He also had an 
impressive showing at running back. He car- 
ried the ball in just six games as a senior and 
tallied 1220 yards and 15 touchdowns on 


just 90 carries. He is a super athlete on the 


basketball floor, averaging 25 points and 13 
rebounds, He chose Alabama over 
Mississippi State, Ole Miss, Southern Miss 
and Tulane. 

Brandon Greer, 6-2, 190, 4.5, wide re- 
ceiver from Westbrook Christian High 
School in Rainbow City, This is a name [or 
the books...the Alabama high school record 
book, at least. He broke the state receiving 
records of all time Alabama great, Ozzie 
Newsome. He ended his senior year with 71 
receptions for 1740 yards and 30 touch- 
downs and for his career had 151 receptions 
for 3375 yards and 51 TDs. His quarterback 
this season was sophomore sensation Brodie 
Croyle, the son of former Tide star John 
Croyle and brother of current Bama women’s 
basketball player Reagan Croyle. 

Speaking of Greer and Croyle, they were 
among those honored at this year’s Alabama 
Prep Player of the Year Awards Luncheon. 
The event featured 42 prep stars as finalists 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/JANUARY.99 


for Lineman or Back of the Year in every di- 
vision. lt was sponsored by American 
General Insurance Company of Nashville, 
which, coincidentally, is the sponsor of the 
Music City Bowl. And the president and 
chief executive officer of American General 
is former Alabama quarterback Joe Kelley. 

Greer was named Alabama High School 
Athletic Association 1A Back of the Year, 
Daniel Green of Verbena was chosen the 
Class A Lineman of the Year and he is being 
recruited by Auburn. 

In Class 2A the awards were distributed to 
DeWayne White of Marbury as Back of the 
Year and Spencer Johnson of state champion 
Southern Choctaw as Lineman of the Year. 
White could sign with a division one school 
and Johnson will be one of the hottest re- 
cruits in the state in 1999. 

Class 3A honorees were Jerome Byrd of 
Springville as Back of the Year and 
Superstar, Dante Ellington of Colbert 
County as Lineman of the Year. Byrd will be 
recruited, but Ellington will have his choice 
of Alabama, Auburn, Georgia, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Mississippi State. 

In the 4A class, Michael Owens of state 
champion, Deshler was Back of the Year, 
while Josh Billue of Guntersville took 
Lineman of the Year honors. Owens has ver- 
bally committed to Auburn and Billue has 
opted lor Georgia. 

Class 5A was a clean sweep for Blount 
High School with Deandre Green named 
Back of the Year and Demarco McNeil 
Lineman of the Year. These two have led 
their team to three consecutive state titles 
and both probably will remain teammates in 
college at Auburn, 

The tops in Class 6A were Dwone Hicks of 
Huntsville Lee as Back of the Year, and 
Wenonah center Alonzo Ephraim as 
Lineman olf the Year, Hicks put up incredible 
yardage and he will sign division one, while 
Ephraim will choose between Alabama and 


Florida with the in-state school out front. 

The Alabama Sports Writers Association 
selected the finalists from coaches’ nomina- 
tions and the ASWA also named the Back 
and Lineman of the Year in each division. 
Finally, the ASWA selected McNeil as Mr. 
Football. 

Here is a recap of those who had commit- 
ted to Alabama as of mid-December: 

Fullback Jeremy Walker, 6-3, 245, 4.5, 
Prattville; defensive lineman Jarrett Johnson, 
6-4, 268, 4.8, Chiefland. Florida: defensive 
back Tyler Harris, 6-1, 205, 4.5, Clinton, 
Tennessee: offensive lineman Matt Lomax, 
6-4, 295, 5.1, Mobile: wide receiver/defen- 
sive back Leonard Fulgham, 6-2, 185. 4.4, 
Montevallo; quarterback Josh Parker, 6-4, 
205, +.7, Crawfordville, Florida: linebacker 
Terris Martin, 6-3, 205, 4.5, Grove Hill; 
wide receiver/defensive back Brandon Greer, 
6-2, 190, 4.5, Rainbow City; and tailback 
Santonio Beard, 6-1, 190, Nashville, 
Tennessee. 


hough not committed, here are the 

| names of some other prospects who 

have been connected with Alabama in 
recent recruiting reports: 

Constantin Ritzmann, 6-4, 240, 4.6, defen- 
sive end from North Florida Christian High 
School in Tallahassee. This import has basi- 
cally become the talk of the State of Florida 
as he has made every lineman that attempts 
to block him look extremely bad. He had 
130 tackles and 24 sacks his senior year. He 
has every school in the South making his 
home a stopping place on their list. His in- 
terest list reportedly includes Notre Dame, 
Ohio State, Alabama, Tennessee, Florida 
State, and Florida. 

De’Shawn “Thump” Belton, 6-0, 220, 4.5, 
fullback from West Charlotte High School in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. He ranks as the 
second best runner in the state to Nick 
Maddox. He is powerful and has surprising 
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speed. He rushed for 1097 yards and 15 
touchdowns in a very strong district. He is 
getting looks from Syracuse, Virginia, North 
Carolina State, Tennessee, Alabama, South 
Carolina, and Clemson. 

Bobby Sippio, 6-4, 200, 4.5, athlete from 
Osceola High School in Kissimmee, Florida, 
This heralded athlete is leading his team 
into the state semifinals and he is a leader 
on both sides of the ball. He plays quarter- 
back on offense and he plays both free safety 
and cornerback on defense. He is intense, 
instinctive, and impressive. He is a dedicat- 
ed winner in every phase of his game. He is 
looking hard at Alabama, Clemson, North 
Carolina, Michigan, Florida, Florida State, 
Temple, and Nebraska. 

Tony Campbell, 6-3, 180, 4.5, free safety 
from Cedar Shoals High School in Athens, 
Georgia. He is a smooth operator in the sec- 
ondary. He is getting looks from Georgia, 
Georgia Tech, Clemson, Florida, Alabama, 
and North Carolina State. 

Kendrell Bell, 6-2, 245. 4.5, linebacker 
from Middle Georgia College in Cochran. 
This mammoth inside linebacker punishes 
potential blockers and ball carriers as well. 
He played fullback as a freshman but moved 
to linebacker this year and that has proven 
to be excellent on defense. He totaled 126 
tackles and was a major force in the middle. 
He is first team All-America. He benches 
+00 and should graduate in the summer 
from junior college. He is looking at 
Mississippi State, Florida State, Georgia, 
Alabama, Kansas State, Michigan, and 
Clemson. 

Tim Pompa, 6-5, 260, 4.9, defensive line- 
man from Glendale (Arizona) Community 
College, His talent level has increased sub- 
stantially in junior college and the chances 
of him re-signing with New Mexico are con- 
sidered slim, He claims to be getting 
recruited heavily by California, Alabama, 
Louisville, Northwestern, and Arizona. 


Pigshiu Preps 


Keeruiting Hotline 


1998-99 FOOTBALL RECRUITING PACKAGE 1-900-PREP INFO 
/ 1500 PROSPECT REFERENCE GUIDE (OCT 3) 
Y/Y MONTHLY NEWSLETTERS (NOV 7-DEC 5) 

Y WEEKLY NEWSLETTERS (JAN 9-SIGNING DAY) 
/ OFFICIAL VISIT LISTS (JAN 9-JAN 16) 
/ 1999 RECRUITING RECAP (MARCH 13) 


TO SUBSCRIBE MAIL $40.00 


TO: PIGSKIN PREPS 
P.O, BOX 293 


ADDRESS 


TRINITY, AL 35673 


JANUARY,'99/'BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


(256) 386-0460 / (256) 351-1500 


1-900-773-7463 
Charge is $1.69 per minute 


« Callers 18 & under must have 


permission to call 


« TouchTone or Rotary Dial Phones 
e Individual Menu for Each School 


ACCURATE "PREP INFO" 


YOU NEED TO KNOW 
lat 


ind 
ui 


Early Signees: 


Top Performers Choose Alabama 


by Kirk McNair 


Coaches in various sports 
add high-quality signees 


an Wetzel of Basketball Times is one 

of the best in the business of evaluat- 

ing men’s basketball recruiting. It is 
no surprise that Wetzel determined the top 
two recruiting classes in the nation in the 
early signing period were two of the great 
programs, Duke and Kentucky. 

But the next school mentioned in Wetzel’s 
evaluation of that early signing period was 
Alabama. That's not to say that new Coach 
Mark Gottlried and his staff had the nation’s 
third best recruiting class, but it does indi- 
cate Crimson Tide success. Indeed, Wetzel 
pointed out that Bama lost the top prospect 
in the state when Marvin Stone of Huntsville 
opted for Kentucky. But, said the guru, “He 
wrapped up the rest of the state and has a 
promising group in his own right. When ev- 
erything is sorted out, expect the Tide to be 
among the top 15 classes in the nation, Now, 
imagine what Gottfried will do with a little 
time to work.” 

Goutried and his staff added a fourth 
signee in the early period. It has previously 
been announced that Bama had landed 6-8 
wing player Rod Grizzard of Central Park 
Christian in Birmingham, 6-8 power forward 
Erwin Dudley of R.C. Hatch in Uniontown, 
and 6-2 guard Terrance Meade of Scottsboro. 

The latest to ink with (he Crimson Tide is 
Kenny Walker of Wolfson High School in 
Jacksonville, Florida. Walker had narrowed 
his choices to Alabama, South Florida (where 
he had been in basketball camp the past two 
summers), and Florida State. He was consid- 
ered one of the top three prospects in 
Florida. He is a 6-9, 212-pound forward who 
is a good shooter. He averaged 18 points and 
11.7 rebounds per game last season. He has 
been ranked the nation’s number 66 prospect 
by The Sporting News, number 63 by Bob 
Gibbons, number 35 by ESPN, number three 
in the nation at his position by CNN College 
Recruiting, and the top player at his position 
by Ron Briscoe’ Recruiting Guide. 

Wolfson was 1998 district champion and 
won the 1998 Kingdom USA national cham- 
pionship, where Walker was named most 
valuable player. 

Goutried said, “We're really excited for the 
future of Alabama basketball. It's exciting 
that these guys have made the commitment 
to our program to help build the future of 
Alabama basketball. But as pleased as we are 
about these players, I’m also excited about 
the impact our assistant coaches have made 
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Wesley Pate, who will play for the Alabama 
men’s golf team beginning next year, is the 1998 
champion of the prestigious Future Masters. 


on the program in their ability to recruit a 
class like this. We helped ourselves by posi- 
tion needs. This group is a good start for this 
class, but we [eel like we have more needs to 
address.” 

Among the prospects on Alabama’ list for 
the spring signing period will be Antonio 
Jackson, a native of Huntsville, who is a 6-5 
sophomore guard at Butler Community 
College in Kansas, and Derrick Zimmerman, 
a 6-2 guard from Monroe, Louisiana. 

The Alabama women’s team also picked up 
a top signee. previously announced Ferris 
Peters, a 6-1 forward at University Lab High 
School in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 


hen one thinks of Alabama golf, 

the first name that comes to mind 

is that of Jerry Pate, the most suc- 
cessful golfer in Crimson Tide history. Pate, 
who was a United States Amateur and United 
States Open champion. Pate has maintained 
ties to the Bama golf program through his 
sponsorship of one of the nation’s leading 
college golf tournaments, the Jerry Pate 
National Intercollegiate, which is hosted by 
Alabama each fall. Now Pate will have anoth- 
er close relationship with the Crimson Tide 
golf team...literally. One of the two early 
signees by Coach Dick Spybey is Wesley 
Pate, a senior at Florida's Pensacola Catholic 
High School and Jerry’s son. 


Mobile’s Austin Hynson, who has led UMS- 
Wright to four straight state championship 
titles, has also signed with Alabama. 

“We are extremely excited about the two 
new additions to our program,” Spybey said. 
“Both players recognize the importance of 
being the true student-athlete and should fit 
nicely into our scheme. Additionally, both of 
them have a great love for The University, 
which will do nothing but help the team 
chemistry.” 

Pate won the prestigious 1998 Future 
Masters championship, an event which at- 
tracts the nation’s top juniors to Dothan each 
year. He was also medalist at the 1996 
Northwest Florida District Championship, 
second at the 1998 Texas/Oklahoma Junior 
Championship, and Northwest Florida and 
Pensacola Junior Golfer of the Year for 1998, 
His competitive low round is 67. 

Hynson is an all-state golfer whose wins in- 
clude the 1998 Country Club of Mobile 
Junior club champi- 
onship. He has played 
on all four of UMS- 
Wright's four straight 
state tournament cham- 
pionship teams and was 
number one on that 
squad as a junior. He 
finished last season 
with a 73.0 stroke aver- 
age. He was runner-up 
at the 1996 Alabama 
State Junior Champion- 
ship and placed third 
this year. He's the Dixie 
Section winner of the 1997 PGA Maxfli 
Junior Championship and placed ninth at the 
1997 Alabama Junior Golf Association Robert 
Trent Jones Championship. 


Austin Hynson 


omen’s Golf Coach Betty Palmer 

announced the signing of Erica 

Boozman and Lori Cate to national 
letters-of-intent to attend the University of 
Alabama next year. “We are excited about the 
addition of these two solid student-athletes 
to our team,” said Palmer. “Both these play- 
ers fit our recruiting descripuon in the fact 
that they work hard on the course and in the 
classroom. Erica and Lori have excellent 
competitive backgrounds and both should be 
important members of our team.” 

Boozman, a native of Natchitoches, 
Louisiana, is a two-time all-state golfer at 
Natchitoches Central High School. Erica 
earned the 1998 Gulf States Player of the 
Year award and was a member of the 
Louisiana Junior Cup Team the past two sea- 
sons. 

Cate, who hails from Maryville, Tennessee, 
attends Maryville High School and is the 
four-time region champion, She garnered 
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Erica Boozman Lori Cate 
Tennessee Athletic Coaches Association 
Player of the Year honors from 1995-1998. 
Lori helped Maryville to a regional champi- 
onship and a sixth-place finish at the state 
tournament, She was a member of the 1998 
Tennessee Challenge Cup team, 


aseball Coach Jim Wells had previously 
Bunsuea six new signees and he 

added a seventh before the end of the 
early signing period on November 18. The 
latest to join the Bama program is Charlie 
Dees, 6-2, 225, a right-handed first baseman 
and designated hitter for Coach Jeff Johnson 
at Chipola Junior College in Marianna, 
Florida. 

Dees, a native of Montgomery and graduate 
of Robert E. Lee High School, led Chipola in 
home runs as a freshman with 17. He was 
second on his team in batting (.368 on 74 for 
201) and in runs batted in (68). He also had 
12 doubles and one triple and compiled a 
.692 slugging percentage. 

Last year's Chipola team set school records 
for wins (41), hits (519), doubles (99), 
triples (17) and home runs (57). 

Dees was all-conference and all-state. 

It had earlier been announced that Wells 
had signed outfielder Michael DuBose of 
Tuscaloosa Central; left-handed pitcher and 
outfielder Ben King of Grapevine, Texas; Joe 
Larkin, left-handed pitcher and first baseman 
from Media, Pennsylvania; Casey Lambert, a 
shortstop from Blinn Junior College in Texas; 
and first baseman Joe Guthrie and left-hand- 
ed pitcher Michael Rainwater, both from 
Bevill State Community College in Fayette. 


ew Women’s Softball Coach Pat 
Nites added two players in the 

early period. Jennifer Reach of 
Pelham and Lacy Prejean of Lafayette, 
Louisiana, will join the Tide next year, They 
will replace the two senior members of this 
year’s team, catcher Carrie Moreman and 
pitcher Amy Bernard. 

“We are very happy with these two play- 
ers,” Murphy said. “Jennifer gave this pro- 
gram the earliest commitment it has ever had 
when she committed last January, and Lacy is 
a player we had been watching for two 
years.” 

Reach, a utility player at Pelham High 
School, was all-section and all-county each of 
the last two years. She helped her team to the 
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Jennifer Reach Lacy Prejean 


state championship in 1995 and 1996 and 
her National Softball Association team to the 
state championship this year. She was also an 
all-area player for the basketball team. 

Prejean, a catcher at Carencro High School, 
was all-district and helped her American 
Softball Association team to the state cham- 
pionship and fifth in the nation this year. An 
All-America Scholar, she is also a member of 
the Carencro volleyball team. 


ymnasties Coach Sarah Patterson 
Gi five performers in 1996-97 

and six in 1997-98, so there was 
room lor only one new signee in this recruit- 
ing year. And Patterson said she got the one 
she wanted. 

Kristin Sterner is a Level 10 gymnast from 
lonia, Michigan. She trained at Kentwood 
USA under John Figueroa and Mischel 
Fryman. As a member of the Region V All- 
Star squad she has competed internationally 
in France, Australia and Sweden. She fin- 
ished second in floor exercise at the 1998 
Level 10 National Championships and third 
in the all-around at the 1997 championships. 
She has won five individual Region V titles 
over the past four years, including the all- 
around, vault and floor exercise this year, She 
has won back-to-back Michigan Level 10 all- 
around titles the past two years and was run- 
ner-up the two years before that. She led 
Kentwood to the National Junior Olympic 
Level 10 Championships the past two years. 

She has maintained a 3.9 grade point aver- 
age and is a member of the National Honor 
Society. Her father, Keith, was a gymnast at 
Michigan State, while her brother, Travis, is a 
diver at Albion College. 


omen’s Track and Field Coach 
Rachelle Roberts has added a ju- 
nior college All-America to the 


squad. Peta-Gay Gayle, a native of St. 
Elizabeth, Jamaica, where she attended St. 
Elizabeth Technical High School, is a transfer 
from Central Arizona. She was most valuable 
performer at the 1997 Penn Relays and was a 
Pan-American Games champion, She is a 
400-meter dash and hurdles performer, 


‘omen’s Tennis Coach Jenny Mainz 
signed five women for the 1998-99 
season, so it was understandable 


that she had a much smaller goal in terms of 


Dawn Coy 


Kristin Sterner 


numbers for this recruiting year. Indeed, 
Bama has signed the only new player that 
will be added this year. 

Millie Begovic, a native of Yugoslavia who 
is at St. Mary’s High School in Annapolis, 
Maryland, will join Bama next fall. She was 
her tennis squad’s most valuable player last 
year as she has never lost a high school 
match. She also participates in volleyball and 
basketball and is a member of the swimming 
and diving team. Away from athletics, she is 
a member of the National Honor Society and 
a member of the yearbook and newspaper 
staffs at St. Mary's. 

She played for Yugoslavia in the European 
Team Championships in 1997 and reached 
the semifinals of the club league champi- 
onships in 1996. 


women's swimming teams have been 

noted particularly for having excellent 
divers under Coach Pat Greenwell. And 
Greenwell was busy in the early signing peri- 
od as he signed two top-ranked divers, one 
each for the men’s and women’s squads, 

Adam Marsh, a native of St. John’s Canada, 
and Lane Bassham, a Moultrie, Georgia, na- 
tive, will both slice the water for the Crimson 
Tide for the 1999-2000 season. Marsh has 
competed internationally for Canada at the 
1995 Junior World Championships in 
Canada. He has been a member of the 
provincial team since 1983. Bassham is con- 
sidered one of the nation’s best, having fi- 
naled off the three-meter board at the U.S. 
National Championships. She earned a silver 
medal off the one-meter board at the 1998 
Canada-American-Mexican meet. She led her 
club team, Moss Farms Dive Team, to the 
Junior Olympic National Championship in 
1996. She earned All-America honors each of 
the last three years, with a chance to do so 
again as a senior. 

The women’s swimming team added a lega- 
cy to its roster with the signing of Dawn Coy, 
sister of current senior co-captain Keri Coy. 
Dawn finished third at the 1998 U.S, Junior 
National Championships in the 100-meter 
butterfly and 16th in the 200-meter individu- 
al medley. She earned All-America honors in 
the butterfly in 1997. A native of Metairie, 
Louisiana, she is defending state champion 
in both the 100 butterfly and 200 individual 
medley. 


I: recent years, the Alabama men's and 


~~ 
=! 


SCORECARD 


Football Coaching Staff Set 

In the first week of December, which more 
or less kicks off the official recruiting sea- 
son. Alabama Head Football Coach Mike 
DuBose had some things to say about re- 
cruiting, or at least about recruiting tactics. 
DuBose said he was very happy with his 
coaching staff and expected the staff to re- 
main intact for some time. He said, “They've 
done an outstanding job all year to help us 
get to a place where we've got our program 
back to one that’s competing in a bowl game 
and one that’s close to competing for cham- 
pionships again,” The Tide head coach made 
it clear that other schools are telling 
prospects that Alabama will not have all of 
its coaching staff in upcoming seasons. He 
said, “You'd think they would be more con- 
cerned about their university than The 
University of Alabama, but 1 guess when 
you've won 12 national championships 
there’s reason to be concerned about The 
University of Alabama.” 

Later DuBose said, “There's a code of 
ethics within the Southeastern Conference 
and that is that you go in and you don't talk 
about other schools. For two years we've 
gone into homes and we've heard prospects 
and their families say they have heard | am 
going to be fired or our coaches are going to 
be leaving. But we don’t have any intentions 
of making any staff changes. We're not 
pleased with being 7-4, but we are very 
pleased with the stalf and the direction this 
stall is carrying our football program. Those 
other coaches need to worry about their 
universily, nol ours.” 

Although DuBose didn’t point fingers at 
any culprit, the rumor started in Tennessee 
that Bama Assistant Head Coach and 
Recruiting Coordinator Ronnie Cottrell 
would be leaving, Cottrell echoed DuBose's 
statement, saying he would be back at 
Alabama for the foreseeable future. 

Meanwhile, Quarterbacks Coach Charlie 
Stubbs, who came to Alabama last year from 
UNLV, where he was offensive coordinator 
and assistant head coach, said he had 
“pulled my name out of that hat" for the 
head coaching job at UNLV. He said that 
among the reasons for deciding to stay at 
Alabama is that he thinks the Tide is on the 
verge of competing for the national champi- 
onship and because his family enjoys living 
in Tuscaloosa. Additionally, he said, 
“Alabama is the Mecca of football.” 


Honor Squads 

Although it has not been a great football 
season for Alabama, several Crimson Tide 
players have received recognition for their 
play. 

The Associated Press selected Tide punter 
Daniel Pope and cornerback Fernando 
Bryant first team All-Southeastern 
Conference and named tailback Shaun 
Alexander and defensive end Kenny Smith 
to the second team. SEC Coaches also se- 
lected Pope and Bryant [or first team recog- 
nition and Alexander for second team and 
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also put offensive tackle Chris Samuels on 
the second unit. Pope was also first team 
All-SEC and third team All-America by 
Football News, 

Although it might be considered some- 
what provincial, The Birmingham News All- 
SEC team has been selected for so long and 
with such objectivity that it is highly-re- 
spected. This year the newspaper selected 
Alexander, Pope and Bryant to its first team 
and Samuels to its second team. 

Senior quarterback John David Phillips 
was presented the Pat Trammell Award by 
the Jeflerson County Alumni Association for 
his athletic, academic and civic achieve- 
ments. 

The Knoxville News-Sentinel has selected a 
Freshman All-SEC team for a number of 
years. This year the Tide was represented by 
wide receiver Freddie Milons, defensive end 
Kindal Moorehead, and cornerback Reggie 
Myles. Moorehead was selected for the same 
honor by Football News. 


Senior Bowling 

The Music City Bow! won't be the last 
football game for a handful of Alabama se- 
niors, While there might be long careers for 
some Bama players at the professional level, 
four players have been invited to participate 
in the Delchamps Senior Bowl January 23 in 
Mobile. ft is expected that one of those, safe- 
ty Kelvin Sigler, will have to decline the in- 
vilation to play. However, Sigler, will proba- 
bly be in the Port City for the game because 
he is a native of Mobile. He has been out ol 
football since suffering a mid-season knee 
injury that required surgery. 

Also invited to participate in the presti- 
gious game for the nation’s top college foat- 
ball seniors are punter Daniel Pope, corner- 
back Fernando Bryant and wide receiver 
Quincy Jackson. 


Early Exits 

While there is speculation about whether 
star Bama tailback Shaun Alexander might 
forego his final year of eligibility to enter the 
National Football League draft, there is the 
very real possibility that Alexander will elect 
lo stay and a player not expected to be draft- 
ed high this year may go. 

Alexander is expected to weigh the pros 
and cons of his position very carefully. Most 
believe that when he does he will see that 
Texas running back Ricky Williams in- 
ereased his value by an estimated $10 mil- 
lion by delaying a year, 

Meanwhile, junior wide receiver Michael 
Vaughn, who was the Tide's second-leading 
receiver this year and a part-time starter 


This Is January 

In hopes of getting this January pre-bow! 
issue into your hands before the game is 
played December 29, the magazine was 
mailed a week early. 

The February issue will be mailed 
January 29, 


after missing all last season following back 
surgery, said he is considering an early exit 
to the NFL. He said he would wait until 
after the Music City Bowl game before mak- 
ing a decision. Vaughn would be expected to 
be a very low draft choice(and perhaps not 
drafted at all) if he went out this year. 


Father-Son Success 

Former Alabama golfer Jerry Pate, who 
had great success on the PGA Tour belore a 
shoulder injury forced his retirement, and 
his son, Wesley, who recently signed to play 
for the Crimson Tide golf team, have had 
great success in their two appearances in the 
PGAs Father And Son Tournament. 

Jerry, the only retired PGA Tour player in 
the tournament, and Wesley, the youngest 
son in the event, finished filth in their first 
outing in 1997, then finished fourth in this 
year’s event. Dad took the blame for missing 
a short putt on the last hole that would have 
given the Pates a lie for third. 


All-Tournament 

There were aspects of the Wachovia 
Women’s Invitational Tournament in 
Richmond, Virginia, that were not pleasing 
to Alabama Head Coach Rick Moody and his 
team. For instance, in the championship 
game there was the little matter of Penn 
State shooting 38 [ree throws (and making 
24), while Alabama shot only nine, That was 
more than enough to give the Lady Lions a 
77-73 upset victory and the title, 

But two Tide players, senior forward 
Dominique Canty and freshman guard Beth 
Vice, did make the all-tournament team. 

Earlier this year in the Moran Realty 
Classic in Chicago. Canty, a native of 
Chicago. was Most Valuable Player in lead- 
ing Bama lo the team championship and 
Vice was also a member of that honor squad. 


Reese Record 

Former Alabama basketball player Anton 
Reese, who was dismissed from the team in 
mid-season, 1996-97, transferred to Georgia 
State, In an early game this year against 
Kansas State, Reese set a school record with 
nine three-point baskets. He was 9-16 from 
three-point range and scored a game-high 38 
points, allhough Kansas State won the game, 
78-71. 


All-Region 

Members of Coach Don Staleys Alabama 
soccer team had their greatest ever NCAA 
recognition this year. Melissa McGee, Dawn 
Battle and goalkeeper Rachel! Brown were se- 
lected by regional coaches to represent 
Alabama on the Second Team All-Central 
Region team, while teammates Tiffany Carle 
and Christine Miller were named third team, 
marking the highest-ever total selected from 
Alabama to any of the all-region Teams. 

Previously, Nellie Barnes and Ashley 
Kirkland represented the highest total when 
both were selected all-region in 1997. 

McGee and Carle, both sophomores, led 
the team in scoring with 21 and 26 points, 
while Brown and Battle, both freshmen, an- 
chored the team defensively. Brown set a 
new single season saves record with 142 and 
earned first team All-SEC. Miller is the lone 
Alabama senior on the all-region team, 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/JANUARY,'99 


In a rebuilding year, a season in which the 
Crimson Tide started |-+, Bama finished the 
year with a 12-3-1 mark in its final 16 
matches, Bama won the SEC Western 
Division championship and made first ap- 
pearances in both the nation’s top 25 and in 
the NCAA Tournament. Staley was named 
SEC Coach of the Year. 


Tide Tennis Ranked 21st 

The Alabama men’s tennis team of Coach 
Adam Steinberg was ranked 21st in the na- 
tion at the conclusion of fall play, which was 
one spot higher than the Tide's rating at the 
end of last spring. But that didn’t satisfy the 
coach, “I was a little disappointed,” he said. 
“We should have been ranked in the top 16.. 
We had a terrific fall season. We aren't 
where we wanted to be. | depend more on 
the rankings near the end of the season, but 
this should be very motivating for our team. 
This should push them harder, make them 
try lo prove to everyone that we should be 
ranked higher.” 

the Intercollegiate Tennis Association 
ranked the top 75 teams, top 100 singles 
players, and top 50 doubles teams. 

The SEC was represented by all 12 teams 
in the men's rankings, led by Georgia at 
number two, Mississippi State number “three 
and Ole Miss number four, 

Three Tide individuals and two Bama dou- 
bles teams earned recognition. Junior All- 
America Francisco Rodriguez was ranked 
number 16 after having been ranked fifth in 
pre-season. Senior Ariel Rivero and sopho- 
more Graydon Oliver earned their first rank- 
ings, Rivero at 57, Graydon at 61. The dou- 
bles team of Rodriguez and Rivero was also 
ranked for the first time at number 22, while 
Graydon and Weylu Chang were ranked 45, 

“lam extremely happy about our individ- 
uals and doubles teams being ranked,” 
Steinberg said. 

Bama will need highly-ranked players this 
year. Only three teams on the spring sched- 
ule are not ranked. Bama begins the spring 
season January 16 at home with matches 
against both Troy State and Georgia State. 


The matches are scheduled for the courts in 
the Hank Crisp Indoor Facility. 


Academic Honorees 

The volleyball team of Coach Judy Green 
placed four women on the SEC Academic 
Honor Roll this year. The honorees are all 
sophomores, Sarah Cotten, Kelly Fash, 
Michelle Green and Allison Lange. Fash, 
Green and Lange were all starters for the 
Tide, while Cotten was a top reserve. Bama 
finished the year 14-17, a marked improve- 
ment. The 14 victories were the most for 
Bama in a season under Green. 

In order to earn Academic All-SEC, a stu- 
dent-athlete must have at least a 3.0 grade 
point average over the previous two 
semesters, be at least a sophomore academi- 
cally. 

Cotten has a 3.96 average in pre-major 
studies, Fash 3.43 in communications, 
Green 3.8 in secondary education, and 
Lange 3.96 in pre-medicine. 


Celebrate 

The University of Alabama is planning a 
year-long celebration of Crimson Tide 
women’s athletics for the 1999-2000 school 


year. Reunions for players, coaches and staff 


members are planned for each sport with 
one large event for all women’s sports also 
expected. 

The Athletics Department is in the process 
of putting together an updated mailing list 
of its past female team members. Former 
athletes, managers, trainers and coaches in 
women’s sports are requested to notify the 
Media Relations Office with information re- 
garding their Alabama careers (year, sport, 
etc.) and current mailing address and tele- 
phone number. Call (205) 348-6084 or mail 
information to RO, Box 870391, Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35487 or email to Bhop{@sid.ua.edu 


Bama School Jam 

In November the Alabama Athletics 
Department hosted some 7,000 students 
(third through eighth grades) for an educa- 
tional rally, “Bama School Jam.” Coaches, 


athletes and cheerleaders were involved in 
the presentation. Among those taking part 
were Olympic Gold Medalist and Men's 
Track Coach Harvey Glance, Men’s 
Basketball Coach Mark Gottfried, women's 
basketball player Joni Crenshaw, baseball 
player Andy Phillips, and football players 
Shaun Alexander and Andrew Zow. The pro- 
gram was spiced with a basketball dunk 
contest and gymnasts demonstrating bal- 
ance beam. 


Special Olympics 

The 1999 Alabama Special Olympics 
Summer Games will be held at The 
University of Alabama May 21-23. More 
than 1,500 Special Olympics athletes and 
500 coaches from throughout the state along 
with an estimated 500 volunteers will par- 
ticipate in 13 different sports. 

The opening ceremony will be a parade of 
athletes and lighting of the Special Olympics 
Flame. Theme of the 99 Games is 
“Competing With Pride.” 

Competition will be held at venues 
throughout the campus and City of 
Tuscaloosa on Saturday, May 22. 

Special Olympics provides year-round 
training and competition for children and 
adults with mental retardation. Athletes 
must train a minimum of eight weeks in a 
sport and compete on local and regional ley- 
els lo participate in the state games. 


Easter Seals Representative 

Kenny Denton, a film repair specialist at 
the Paul W. Bryant Museum, has been se- 
lected as the Easter Seals 1999 National 
Adult Representative. 

In 1986 Denton was involved in an auto- 
mobile accident that left him paralyzed from 
the waist down. As a result of his involve- 
ment with Easter Seals programs ranging 
from physical and speech therapy to voca- 
tional evaluation, Denton has been able to 
re-enter the work force. He was selected in a 
nationwide search and will be involved in 
promoting greater understanding of and 
support for Easter Seals services. 
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1998-99 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Men’s Basketball 


Date/ Opponent Time (CST) 


UA Opp. 

92 Marathon Oil (exh) 82 

88 BC Haaglanden of Holland (exh.) 75 

70 @ Ohio State 78 

79 Tennessee Tech 33 

73 Boston University 52 

71 McNeese State 60 

87 Jacksonville State 44 

38 @ Texas AGM 65 

53 @ Tulane 52 

69 Alabama State 48 

34 South Alabama @ Birmingham 45 

Dec. 17 Northeast Louisiana 7:00 

Pearl Harbor Classic @ Honolulu 

Dec. 21 Weber State Noon 
Dec. 22 Brigham Young-Hawail 

or Oregon State TBA 


Dee. 23. TBA (Weber State. Brigham Young- 
Hawaii, Oregon State, Michigan State, 
Pepperdine, Texas Tech, or Tulsa) TBA 


Jan, 2. Georgia J-P TV) 1:00 

Jan. 6 @ Ole Miss 7:00 

jan. 9 Mississippi State (ESPN) 11:00 a.m, 
Jan. 13, @LSU 7:00 
Jan. 16 South Carolina (J-P TV) 3:00 
Jan. 20 @ Arkansas 7:00 
Jan. 23° Auburn 7:00 
Jan. 27 @ Florida 6:00 
Jan. 30 @ Tennessee (Fox SportsSouth) — 5:00 
Feb. 3 @ Mississippi State 7:00 
Feb. Kentucky J-P) 2:00 
Feb. LO LSU 7:00 
Feb. 13. @ Auburn 1:00 
Feb. 21 @ Vanderbilt (CBS) Noon 
Feb. 24 Ole Miss 7:00 
Feb. 27 Arkansas (J-P) 1:00 
March 4-7 SEC Tournament @ Atlanta 


Men’s Swimming 
Date/ Opponent Time (CST)/ 


UA Opp. 
100 Northeast Louisiana 104 
96 @LSU 138 


Georgia Invitational @ Athens 
U.S. Open @ College Station, Tex. 
Jan.4 @ Georgia Noon 
Jan. 16 @ Kentucky Noon 
Jan. 30 @ South Carolina 11 a.m. 


Feb.6 Auburn Noon 
Feb, 17- SEC Championships 
Feb, 20 @ Lexington, Kentucky 
Feb, 27- Last Chance Meet 
Feb. 28 @ Auburn 
March 6- Last Chance Meet 
March 7 @ Auburn 


March 12- NCAA Diving Zone 
March 14 @ TBA 

March 25- NCAA Championships 
March 27 @ Indianapolis, Indiana 
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Women’s Basketball 


Date/_ Opponent Time (CST) 


UA Opp 

107 AAU Mississippi All-Stars (exh.) = 78 

79 ~~ Athletes In Action (exh.) 66 

93 Northwestern State 65 

72 ~~ Georgia Southern 40 

95 @Samford 52 
DePaul University Invitational @ Chicago 

77 = New Mexico State 31 

87 ~—- DePaul or Providence 67 

96 @ South Alabama 55 
Richmond Invitational @ Richmond, Va. 

79 = Old Dominion 68 

73 ~—s- Penn State 77 

7l ~~ Florida 77 

97 ~— Alabaina-Birmingham @ B]CC 80 
ACC-SEC Challenge @ Myrtle Beach, 5.C. 

Dec. 20 North Carolina Noon 
St. Peter's Invitational @ Jersey City, NJ, 

Dec. 29 TCU +30 

Dee. 30 St. Peter's or Delaware State4:30 or 6:30 

Jan.3 @ Georgia 1:30 

Jan.7 = @ Auburn 7:00 

Jan. 14 Ole Miss 7:00 

Jan. 17 @ Mississippi State 2:00 

Jan. 24  @ Kentucky 1:00 

Jan.28 LSU 7:00 

Jan. 31 Tennessee 2:00 

Feb.3 @LSU 5:00 

Feb. 7 South Carolina (Fox SportsSouth) 2:00 

Feb, 11) 9 Auburn 7:00 

Feb. 15 @ Florida (ESPN) 3:00 

Feb. 18 Arkansas 7:00 

Feb. 21 Vanderbilt 2:00 


Feb. 25-285EC Tournament @ Chattanooga 


Women’s Swimming 
Date/ Opponent Time (CST)/ 


UA Opp. 
48 Washington State 47 
77 Northeast Louisiana 18 
89 @LSU 147 


Dec. 3-SGeorgia Invitational @ Athens 


Dec. 3-5 U.S. Open @ College Station, Tex. 
Jan.4 @ Georgia Noon 
Jan. 16 @ Kentucky Noon 
Jan. 30 @ South Carolina lLam, 
Feb, 5 Auburn 6 p.m. 
Feb. 17- SEC Championships 
Feb. 20 @ Lexington, Kentucky 
Feb. 27- Last Chance Meet 
Feb.28 @ Auburn 
March 6- Last Chance Meet 
March 7 @ Auburn 


March 12- NCAA Diving Zone 
March 14 @ TBA 

March 18- NCAA Championships 
March 20 @ Athens, Georgia 


Gymnastics 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 
jJan.3 Meet The Team 2:00 
Jan.8 Ohio State 7:00 

Jan.16 @Georgia 6:30 
Jan.22 Auburn 7:00 
Jan. 30 Minnesota 7:00 
Feb.5 @ Florida 6:00 
Feb. 13 Georgia 7:00 
Feb. 19 @ Penn State 6:00 
Feb. 21 @ Massachusetts 6:00 
Feb. 26 Kentucky 7:00 
March 6 LSU 7:00 
March 13 @ Utah State 8:00 


March 27 SEC Championships 

@ Tuscaloosa 

NCAA Central Regional 
@ TBA 

NCAA Championships 
@ Salt Lake City, Utah 


April 10 


April 22- 
April 24 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date Event 


Jan.9 Buckeye Opener 
@ Columbus, Ohio 
Jan. 15-16 @ Kentucky Invitational 
Jan. 22- Rocky Mountain Cup 
Jan. 23 @ Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Jan, 22-23 @ Virginia Tech Invitational 
Jan. 30-  SEC/ACC Track Challenge 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 5- Mayo Invitational 
Feb.6 @South Bend, Ind. 
Feb. 20- = SEC Championships 
Feb. 21  @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 26-  USATF Championships 
Feb.27 @ Atlanta 
Feb. 26- — Last Chance 
Feb, 27 @ South Bend, Ind. 
March 5- © NCAA Championships 
March 6 = @ Indianapolis, Ind. 


Women’s Indoor 
Track 


Date Event 


Dec. 4 @ Clemson Opener 
Jan. 16 @LSU Invitational 
Jan. 23 @LSU Purple Tiger 
Jan. 30- —_ Boston University Invitational 
Jan, 31 @Boston 
Feb. 5- Butler Invitational 
Feb.6 @ Indianapolis, Ind. 
Feb.12 Collegiate Invitational 
@ Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Feb. 12. @ Clemson Invitational 
Feb. 20- = SEC Championships 
Feb, 21 @Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 26- | USATF Championships 
Feb.27  @dAtlanta 
Feb. 26 — Last Chance @ LSU 
March 5- © NCAA Championships 
March 6 = @ Indianapolis, Ind. 
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Join the coaches and the voice of the Tide, Eli Gold, live at 
on MeFarland Boulevard in Tuscaloosa. 


CENTRAL ALABAMA NORTH ALABAMA 

WDNG-AM, Anniston WAFN-FM, Arab 
WSMQ-AM, Bessemer WFMH-AM & FM, Cullman 
WEZN-AM, Birmingham WAVD-AM, Decatur 


WKLF-AM & WEZZ-FM, Clanton 
WLDX-AM, Fayette 
WGAD-AM, Gadsden 
WARF-AM, Jasper 
WKLD-FM & WCRL-AM, Oneonta 
WMXA-FM, Opelika 
WFHK-AM, Pell City 
WFEB-AM, Sylacauga 
WSSY-FM, Talladega 
WRTR-FM, Tuscaloosa 
WCJM-FM, West Point, GA 
WKXM-FM, Winfield 


WVNA-AM, Florence 
WMXN-AM, Fort Payne 
WGSV-AM, Guntersville 

WJBB-AM, Haleyville 

WTKI-AM, Huntsville 

WXKI-FM, WHIY-AM, Moulton 
WJRD-AM, Russellville 
WKEA-FM, Scottsboro 


SOUTH ALABAMA 
WKNU-FM Brewton 
WQGL-FM Butler 
WAGF-AM Dothan 
WDMT-FM Eufaula 
WKSJ-AM, WNSP-FM Mobile 
WMEC-AM Monroeville 
WHHY-AM Montgomery 
WAMI-AM Opp 
WHBB-AM Selma 


Sponsored by: Golden Flake, Regions Bank, State Farm Insurance, Lincoln- 
Mercury, Alltel, BellSouth Mobility, Coca Cola and Alabama Dodge Dealers Eli Gold 


NWNAKE THE BIG PLAY... 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


The Magazine For The Grimson Tite Football ral. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The | 
Inside Scoop On Grimson Tite Football. Not Just The Headlines. 


Piease SeEnp Me One Year (24 Issues) 
Or ‘BAMA For Onty $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ for subscriptions. Alabama residents 
add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


TIE} payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: up wi 1 alt Alal 
story. We profile ite stars | Mastercard cpa Benge August through May. Great 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, OVisa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 gift idea, too! 

i aa aS Make the big play to 
yesteryear as we remember PeasePrinn=s=s*=“‘é‘s;Dt*é*é‘éSO.CCUO#(#(“ ~~ *<KSSSROGRRORRERT SST GTES( leita ttiianscie) 
Alabama tradition. And for ie, i oe 
the best and most accurate oy a _f COUON OF for immediate 
recruiting information, amb Ne aan service, just call toll-free 


nothing compares. 5 x 1-800-713-2261. 


and even the stars of 


